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Announcements 

James River Watershed Survey | Enter to Win $50 Gift Card 
This spring, James River Basin Partnership, SMCOG, Ozarks Water Watch, & Ozarks 
Environmental and Water Resources Institute, began a two-year process to develop a 
plan of how to keep the rivers, streams, springs and groundwater in the James River 
watershed clean and healthy for the use and enjoyment of future generations.  If you 
live in the James River Watershed, please take 5-min to give us your opinions about the 
quality of the watershed and get entered to win a $50 Bass Pro gift card!  SMCOG.org 

 
CDBG/HOME etc. “Consolidated Plan” Survey Oct 23-Nov 10 
HUD requires the State of Missouri to publish a “Consolidated Plan” every five years and 
an Action Plan every year.  The Consolidated Plan covers the following HUD programs 
administered by the State: Community Development Block Grant, HOME Program, 
Emergency Shelter Grant Program, Housing Trust Fund, Housing Opportunities for 
Persons with AIDS, and the Continuum of Care.  The Missouri Department of Economic 
Development, in conjunction with the Missouri Housing Development Commission, the 
Department of Health and Senior Services, and the Department of Social Services, have 
developed a survey and need your feedback so the state can make important decisions 
about housing and community development funding.  The survey is open from Oct 23 – 
Nov 10.  Feel free to share the survey link with other individuals, groups, cities, counties, 
agencies, non-profits, etc. you feel would be interested in providing feedback regarding 
the 2018-2022 Consolidated Plan and the 2018 Action Plan.  Survey Link 

 
America Recycles Day 2017 – November 15 
“Did you know that one of the biggest barriers to recycling is knowing what items can 
and cannot be recycled?  On America Recycles Day, you can help our country overcome 
this hurdle by hosting recycling-themed events that inform your neighbors, friends and 
colleagues about what can be recycled in your community.”  The Ozarks Headwaters 
Recycling + Materials Management District (OHRD) is willing to assist you with 
promoting your America Recycles Day event.  “An event can be as simple as a 2hr open 
house with lemonade and cookies, or offering a 1 day collection for an item, e.g. 
aluminum cans, to then donate the proceeds to a local charity.” MORA.org 

 
2017 SMCOG Annual Meeting 
The 2017 SMCOG Annual Meeting, held October 25th at Hickory Hills Country Club, had 
over 70 attendees from the public and private sectors who work throughout the SMCOG 
10-county region.  This year’s guest speaker was Janie Dunning, former USDA Rural 
Development State Director and Broadband Consultant for the Missouri Farm Bureau.  
Dunning presented on “The State of Broadband in Missouri,” highlighting the alarming 
facts that place Missouri 42nd in the nation for access to broadband.  SMCOG Executive 
Director, Jason Ray, AICP, presented an overview of SMCOG’s accomplishments in Fiscal 
Year 2017.  These included the Marshfield Senior Center, CEDS update, 2 local 
comprehensive plans, and much more.  View the presentations here:  SMCOG.org 

 

 

Conferences | Events | Webinars 

SMCOG Meetings 

  
Transportation Advisory Committee (TAC), November 15, 9:00 AM 
Library Station, Frisco Room, 2325 N. Kansas Expy, Springfield, MO 
For more information, contact MeganClark@MissouriState.edu  
 
SMCOG Board Meeting, December 6, 9:00 AM 
Library Center, Auditorium, 4653 S. Campbell Ave, Springfield, MO 
For more information, contact JaneHood@MissouriState.edu  

 
Webinar – Lending for Redevelopment Projects Nov 1 

This webinar looks at how environmental liability concerns impact lending for 
redevelopment projects – what are the actual risks and requirements for lenders and 
what can be done to mitigate risks.  One presenter from the lending community, and 
another from a public-private partnership, will each discuss their different approaches to 
removing these barriers to investing in brownfield redevelopments.  More Info Here. 

 
Webinar – Using Health Impact Assessment Nov 1 
“The use of Health Impact Assessment (HIA) has grown substantially over the past 
decade, with much of the practice taking place in response to proposed policies and 
projects in the fields of urban planning and transportation.  Join SmartGrowth’s free 
online webinar for a comprehensive review of how HIA has been used in planning, and 
how you could apply principles of the practice in your everyday work.”  More Info Here. 

 
Missouri Reentry Conference Nov 1-3 
The theme for the 12th annual conference for Missouri's reentry professionals is 
Supporting Offender and Employer Workforce Needs.  The conference will highlight the 
work Missouri's Reentry Process (MRP) teams, Missouri Department of Corrections 
(MDOC) staff, and business/community/faith-based groups do annually.  Register Here. 

 
Webinar – Mitigating Neighborhood Blight Nov 2 
Whether it’s in the form of abandoned properties, houses in severe disrepair, or vacant 
homes, blight is a major cause of what’s become known as the “appraisal gap,” the 
situation in which the cost of rehabilitating a home is greater than the home’s post-
construction value.  The appraisal gap can hamper the recovery of a city’s housing 
market and also foster a favorable environment for bottom-feeding investors, who build 
up large rental portfolios by buying up foreclosed homes that were previously owner-
occupied.  During the housing crisis, the temporary Neighborhood Stabilization Program 
(NSP) provided gap financing that enabled housing developers to build or rehab a high 
volume of single-family homes.  But what approaches are available to help fill the gap 
now, post-NSP?  This webinar will highlight 2 innovative programs and a policy strategy 
that offer working solutions to address the appraisal gap and mitigate the impact of 
blight, vacancy, and abandonment in distressed communities.  More Info Here. 

 
Nonprofit Missouri Advocacy Lab Nov 9 
Nonprofit Missouri is hosting an advocacy workshop in Springfield. The workshop will 
focus on five major themes for nonprofit organizations: understanding the difference 
between advocacy and lobbying; understanding state and local legislative processes; 
identifying strategic opportunities for state-level legislative advocacy; identifying 
strategic opportunities for local advocacy; and, building an advocacy action plan.  The 
curriculum is built for the beginning advocate and will include presentations from both 
state and local experts as well as hands-on strategy building activities.  More Info Here. 

 
Universal Design Summit 6 Nov 13-14 
A leading conference in North America that provides content on Universal Design and 
how to build inclusive communities at home and with public spaces.  More Info Here. 

 
Webinar – Creating Healthy Places For Healthy People Nov 14 
Through the Healthy Places for Healthy People program, EPA has been helping local 
communities and health care officials create walkable, healthy and economically vibrant 
downtowns and neighborhoods that improve health, protect the environment and 
support economic growth.  This webinar will look at the connections among economic, 
human and environmental health factors and present case studies on the lessons 
learned to date, as well as ideas on how local communities can create programs and 
partnerships that can lead to healthier community outcomes.  More Info Here. 
 
2017 Nonprofit Leadership Conference Nov 20 
The Midwest Center for Nonprofit Leadership at UMKC and Nonprofit Missouri are 
hosting the NPO Leadership Conference on the UMKC campus.  More Info Here. 

 
8th Annual Substance Use Prevention Conference Nov 28-30 
ACT Missouri invites preventionists, community coalition members, counselors, law 
enforcement officers, educators, school nurses, and anyone that works with or cares for 
youth to attend this years Substance Use Prevention Conference.  It will be an 
information-packed opportunity to enhance prevention efforts, motivate volunteers, 
share ideas, network with others in the field, and get the latest updates and resources to 
keep Missouri’s kids safe and substance free.  More Info Here. 

 
Missouri Arts Council Grant Workshops Nov 29 
The Missouri Arts Council (MAC) is seeking eligible organizations (Missouri-based, tax-
exempt only) that are looking for funding for arts projects and are not familiar with their  
application process.  This 2hr workshop covers basic information about both Annual and 
Express MAC grants.  If you have never applied for MAC funding, or seek to improve your 
grant application, this free workshop is for you!  The deadline for applications for Annual 
grants for FY2019 is February 26, 2018.  This workshop is in Springfield:  More Info Here. 

 
HAZWOPER Training – 40hr Course Jan 8-12 
The Missouri Waste Control Coalition (MWCC) has contracted with Nova Consulting 
Group, Inc. to provide a 40-hour HAZWOPER Training consistent with OSHA's Hazardous 
Waste Operations and Emergency Response standard (29 CFR 1910.10 and 1925.65).  
Students will receive a training manual, and at the conclusion of the course, they will 
receive validation certificates.  Registration fee is $50.  Limited to only 50 participants.  
All registrants must be employees of a Missouri state or local government agency, or 
companies that work in Missouri or a student at a Missouri school.  More Info Here. 

 

 

News 

Two Bills in Ohio Seek To Expand Broadband 
“Bi-partisan legislation has been introduced in the Ohio Senate and the Ohio House of 
Representatives to expand broadband access in unserved areas of the Buckeye State.  
Both bills would provide funding to build out broadband access to more families and 
businesses across Ohio.  The companion bills seek to create a $50 million per year grant 
program using existing funding from Ohio Third Frontier bond revenue.  The bills are 
modeled after successful legislation in Minnesota.”  ConnectedNation.org 

 
Press Release – Rural Broadband Access is Focus of McCaskill Oversight 
“U.S. Senator Claire McCaskill, the top-ranking Democrat on the Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs Committee, is requesting data from the USDA on its efforts to 
support rural broadband in Missouri and across the country.  USDA gives grants, loans 
and other support to promote rural broadband, but it has not submitted required 
information to Congress that would allow for important Congressional oversight.  
According to the most recent government data, 61% of rural Missourians do not have 
broadband access. “From submitting a job application to booking a doctor’s 
appointment, access to reliable phone and internet access is vital,” McCaskill said.  “But 
too many people in rural Missouri are at a disadvantage when it comes to broadband 
access.  The Dept of Ag needs to submit the required data to Congress so I can do my 
part in making sure these programs are helping rural Missourians.”  HSGAC.senate.gov 

 
Commerce Secretary Requests an Increase in Census Funding 
“Commerce Secretary Wilbur Ross appeared before Congress late last week to discuss 
the importance of the Census as the ‘the bedrock upon which we construct our system 
of democratic representation.’  There is an urgent need for decennial count federal 
funding, which he noted is currently underfunded by $3.3 billion.  Last month, former 
Census Bureau Director John Thompson addressed the APA Policy Conference and 
concluded that without a significant increase in congressional funding, the fair and 
accurate data resource local decision-makers rely on is in jeopardy.”  Planning.org 

 
Two Words Are Missing From the Economic Development Conversation 
“When we talk about models for strengthening the financial health of U.S. cities, we 
mostly talk about large infrastructural projects that expand the tax base.  We talk about 
major capital investment, but little about investment in a city’s people.  It’s time to 
change the collective understanding of what we call ‘economic development.’  It’s time 
to permanently attach the words ‘inclusive’ and ‘equitable’ to the very framework of 
economic development.”  NextCity.org 

 
Feds Cut Off Housing Funds to MO after Discrimination Law Goes In Effect 
“Missouri is on track to lose an estimated $500,000 in federal funds after officials found 
a new state law does not comply with federal discrimination rules.  In a July 14 
letter...the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development said the law…resulted 
in state and federal rules no longer being ‘substantially equivalent.’”   STLtoday.com 

 
MO Botanical Garden Research...Shorter Prairies due to Climate Change 
“Prairies in Missouri…could look shorter by the end of the century, according to a study 
from the Missouri Botanical Garden and Kansas State University.”  KWMU.org 

 
MoDOT Prepares for Winter with Statewide Drill  
“MoDOT will hold a statewide drill on Thursday, November 2.  During the drill, MoDOT 
employees will react to a simulated forecast of significant snow for the entire state. The 
department's emergency operations centers will activate and maintenance employees 
will be deployed to MoDOT's 1,500 trucks. Emergency communications systems will also 
be tested.  Motorists may notice increased numbers of MoDOT vehicles on state routes 
during the drill. In rural areas, crews will deploy after 8 a.m. In urban areas, the drill will 
not begin until after 9 a.m. The exercise should be completed by 3 p.m.”  MoDOT.org 

 

 

Online Resources 

Sustainability – Green Your Next Event 
Are you planning a local fair, festival, conference, or meeting?  You can make it GREEN!  
Learn how to reduce waste + promote sustainability before, during, and after your event 
with an online guide created by the Missouri Botanical Garden.  The Green Event Guide 
encourages sustainability efforts at the grassroots level and empowers event organizers.  
Webinar to learn to use the guide: Friday, Oct 27.  Access the guide: MoBot.org 

 

 

Jobs 

Administration + Finance 
City Attorney, City of Republic, $85,000-$95,000/yr. 
Deputy City Manager, City of Springfield, DOQ. 
Executive Director, Christian County Business Dev Corp, DOQ. 

 
Public Safety 
Police Officer, City of Springfield, $35,214 - $60,756/yr. 
Patrol Officer, City of Republic, $15.57/hr. 
Police Officer, City of Ozark,  DOQ. 
Police Officer, City of Aurora 
Corrections Officer, Taney County, $11.50/hr. 
911 Communications Officer, City of Monett, $27,348 - $30,904/yr. 

 
Planning 
Planning Specialist, FEMA Reservist, $12.18 - $15.98/hr. 
Expert Specialist positions, FEMA Reservist, $24.65 - $34.62/hr. 

Comm Planning Expert | Local Gov Admin | Comm Design Expert | Comm Dev Expert 

 
Public Works + Transportation 
Building Inspector, City of Republic, $19.03 - $25.24/hr. 
Code Compliance Official, City of Republic, $15.73 - $20.88/hr. 

 
Other 
MO Dept. of Conservation: Various positions available 
MoDOT Southwest District: Various positions available 
MO Job Center: Upcoming hiring events in Southwest Missouri 

 

 

Grants 

State Farm – Good Neighbor Citizenship Grants deadline is Oct 31 
State Farm's company grants are focused on three areas: safety, education, and 
community development.  Safety grants are targeted towards projects involving auto 
and roadway safety, teen driver education, home safety and fire prevention, disaster 
preparedness and disaster recovery.  Education grants are directed toward initiatives 
that more directly support underserved individuals, helping them obtain the skills and 
credentials they need to be successful in today's workforce.  Community development 
grants assist nonprofits that support affordable housing, first-time homeowners, 
neighborhood revitalization, financial literacy, job training and small business 
development.  Grant amount requested must be $5,000 or more.  More Info Here. 

 
Benefits Enrollment Centers (BECs) deadline is Nov 1 
This program provides grants to implement Benefits Enrollment Centers, which will work 
to find and enroll eligible Medicare beneficiaries (seniors aged 65+ and adults living with 
disabilities) into benefit programs.  Award up to $100,000 for an 18mo project period.  
Required 15% match through cash or in-kind contribution.  Review the grant here. 

 
USDOT Infrastructure for Rebuilding America Grant deadline is Nov 2 
U.S. Dept. of Transportation (DOT) is accepting applications for the Infrastructure for 
Rebuilding America (INFRA) grant program.  INFRA has $1.5 billion available for projects 
which meet national and regional economic goals and leverage non-federal funding.  
Safety is a critical priority of the program as well.  Large projects will be eligible for at 
least $25 million and smaller projects will be funded starting at $5 million.  The FAST Act 
requires at least 25% of the funding be applied to rural projects.  Review the grant here. 

 
Rural Impact County Challenge – Child Poverty deadline is Nov 3 
“Community Coaching” for the Rural Impact County Challenge is a national effort to 
combat rural child poverty.  Community Coaching seeks to support counties making a 
real difference in the lives of children in rural communities.  Up to 10 county teams will 
be selected to receive assistance from a Roadmaps to Health Community Coach from 
the County Health Rankings & Roadmaps Program.  Review the grant here. 

 
EPA – School Bus Rebate Program deadline is Nov 14 
This program offers rebates/grants to reduce harmful emissions from older diesel buses.  
The program has funded vehicle replacements or retrofits for over 600 vehicles to date.  
The rebate application period opens in the fall and projects are completed in less than 
1yr.  Diesel exhaust from old buses has a negative impact on human health, especially 
for children who have a faster breathing rate than adults and whose lungs are not yet 
fully developed.  EPA designed this rebate program to encourage school bus fleet 
turnover so children can ride buses with the cleanest emissions standards or that have 
been retrofitted to reduce emissions.  Review the grant here. 

 
FEMA – FY ‘17 Flood Mitigation Grants deadline is Nov 14 
Flood Mitigation Assistance (FMA) and Pre-Disaster Mitigation (PDM) grants provide 
funding to states and local communities for projects and planning that reduces or 
eliminates long-term risk of flood damage to structures and reduces overall risk to the 
population and structures from future hazard events, while reducing reliance on federal 
funding of future disasters.  Review the FMA grant here.  Review the PDM grant here. 

 
EPA – Brownfield Cleanup + Assessment Grants deadline is Nov 16 
The Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act provides 
federal financial assistance for brownfields revitalization, including grants for 
assessment, cleanup, and revolving loan funds.  A brownfield site is a real property, 
whose expansion, redevelopment, or reuse of which may be complicated by the 
presence/potential of hazardous substances, pollutants, contaminants, controlled 
substances, petroleum/petroleum products, or is mine-scarred land.  More Info Here. 

 
Rural Housing Preservation + Revitalization Loans deadline is Dec 1 
Funding tools, including grants, no interest loans, soft-second loans, and debt deferral, 
to restructure loans for existing rural rental housing and off-farm labor housing projects 
to help improve and preserve the availability of safe affordable multi-family rental 
housing for low income residents in rural areas.  Review the grant here. 

 
Safer School Garden Grant deadline is Dec 1  
Funding to start a school garden to encourage children to be active outside + to engage 
students in learning about nutrition and the environment.  Review the grant here. 

 
Smart Rural Community Collaboration Challenge deadline is Dec 1  
Provides funding to support the development and implementation of innovative 
broadband-enabled solutions to support rural commerce, healthcare, public safety, econ 
dev, education, energy, or other community-oriented initiatives.  Review the grant here. 

 
USDA – Community Food Projects Grant deadline is Dec 4 
This grant funds community food projects (CFP) and planning projects (PP) to increase 
the self-reliance of communities in providing for food needs.  Public food service 
providers, nonprofits (including gleaners), are eligible to apply.  Review the grant here. 

 
Rural Health Care Services Outreach Program deadline is Dec 6 
The Federal Office of Rural Health Policy (FORHP) has announced that it will be accepting 
applications for its Rural Health Care Services Outreach Program.  Awardees receive up 
to $200,000 a year for 3 years to improve healthcare access in rural communities by 
implementing evidence-based or promising practice models.  Applicants must be: 
located in a rural county or eligible census tract, a rural public or nonprofit entity, and 
part of a consortium with at least two additional organizations.  Review the grant here. 

 
Rural Community Development + Affordable Housing deadline is Dec 7 
Rural Capacity Building for Community Development + Affordable Housing Grants will 
fund national organizations that can provide technical assistance to local communities.  
Assistance will be targeted to help communities create thriving community development 
and affordable housing strategies that will result in healthier homes and communities.  
Applicants must be a national nonprofit organization that has ongoing experience in 
rural housing, including experience working with rural housing organizations and local 
governments, as evidenced by past and continuing work.  Review the grant here. 

 
USDA – Farm to School Grants deadline is Dec 8  
Provides funding to plan, establish, or sustain a Farm to School program that improves 
access to local foods in schools.  Eligible applicants: State and local agencies, ag 
producers; nonprofit entities; and schools.  Review the grant here. 

 
Youth Garden Grant deadline is Dec 8  
Awarded to nonprofit, school, or youth program planning a new garden project or 
expanding an established one that serves at least 15 youth between the ages of 3-18.  
Applications that demonstrate sustainability + impact curriculum areas (environmental, 
entrepreneurship, health/nutrition) will be given priority.  Review the grant here. 

 
USDA – Rural High Energy Cost Grants  deadline is Dec 11 
USDA’s Rural Utilities Service (RUS) is providing $10 million to help communities with 
high energy costs.  The High Energy Cost Rural Communities Grant Program provides 
funding for installation of on/off – grid renewable energy systems + energy efficiencies 
upgrades.  Eligible areas must demonstrate annual average household energy cost 
exceeding 275% of the national average.  Review the grant here. 

 
AmeriCorps State and National Grants deadline is Dec 13  
Funding for programs that are designed to strengthen communities and solve local 
problems, including those found in rural and underserved areas.  Review the grant here. 

 
OHRD 2018 District Grant Projects deadline is Dec 15 
Each year, Ozarks Headwaters Recycling & Materials Management District (OHRD) 
awards grants towards Solid Waste Reduction for persons/groups located in Christian, 
Dallas, Greene, Polk, and Webster counties.  “Solid Waste Reduction” includes recycling, 
public education, and any program that reduces solid waste.  Review the grant here. 

 
Affordable Housing Loans for Low-Income Rural Communities Ongoing 
The Housing Assistance Council (HAC) is a nonprofit that provides short-term loans at 
below market interest rates to local nonprofits, for-profits, and government entities 
developing affordable housing for low-income, rural communities.  HAC’s loans enable 
borrowers to acquire land, pay architectural and environmental fees and cover other 
costs that arise before construction loans are available.  HAC loans may be used for 
predevelopment, acquisition, construction, self-help housing, and preservation.  Loans 
are used for a wide variety of housing development purposes, for all types of affordable 
+ mixed income projects, and for both rental + ownership units.  Review the grant here. 

 
Water + Waste Disposal Projects Grant Ongoing 
USDA Rural Development is accepting applications for their Special Evaluation Assistance 
for Rural Communities and Households (SEARCH) grants program.  The grants are 
awarded to eligible communities of less than 2500 persons to help fund predevelopment 
costs for proposed water and wastewater disposal projects.  Review the grant here.  

 
SBA – Loan Program to Small Businesses Ongoing 
The U.S. Small Business Administration provides a variety of loan programs that may be 
beneficial for urban and rural business development.  Loans for small businesses, real 
estate, equipment, and disasters.  SMCOG now offers assistance to businesses 
interested in SBA 504 loans.  For more info: JaneHood@missouristate.edu or click here. 

 
National School Lunch Afterschool Snack Program Ongoing 
Funding for schools and residential child care institutions to provide afterschool snacks 
to low-income children who participate in the National program.  Review the grant here. 

 
EDA – Public Works + EAA Program Ongoing 
Under the Public Works and Economic Adjustment Assistance (EAA) Programs, EDA will 
make construction, non-construction, and revolving loan fund investments to leverage 
regional assets to support the implementation of regional economic development 
strategies.  These programs are designed to create jobs, leverage private capital, 
encourage economic development, and strengthen America's ability to compete in the 
global marketplace.  Rural + urban applicants are being solicited to develop creative 
approaches to address evolving economic conditions.  Review the grant here. 

 
Hearst Foundations Grants for NPOs Ongoing 
The Hearst Foundations support well-established nonprofit organizations that address 
issues in 4 areas: education, health, culture, and social service.  Review the grant here. 

 
USDA – Rural Relending Program Ongoing  
USDA Rural Development’s Intermediary Relending Program (IRP) provides low interest 
loans to intermediaries that re-lend to businesses to improve economic conditions and 
create or retain jobs in rural communities.  Review the grant here. 

 
Walgreens Community Grant Ongoing  
The Walgreens Community Grant Program supports projects focused on improving 
access to health and wellness, pharmacy education programs + mentoring initiatives, 
civic + community outreach, and emergency + disaster relief.  Review the grant here. 

 

 

Quote 

“In a region with a growing population, if you're doing nothing, 

you're losing ground.” 

Stewart Udall – American Politician 
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