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Southwest Missouri Council of Governments 
Board of Directors Business Meeting 

Corrected Minutes 
Wednesday, June 25, 2008, 9 a.m. 

Library Station 
Springfield, MO 65802 

 

Attendance 

Members: Guests/Partners: 
Dave Coonrod Stacy Burks 
Allen Kunkel Frank Miller 
Nancy Edson Eric Kellstadt 
Dana Louderbaugh Dawne Gardner 
Bill Marshall Natasha Longpine 
John Rice Tim Conklin 
John Homer Ronda Headland 
Dorothy Knowles Chris Berndt 
Ed Westerman David Rauch 
Ron Elkins, Jr. Staff: 
Cindy Stephens Diane May 
 Anita Davis 
 Dan Watts 
 Dorothy Wittorff-Sandgren 

 
 

Open Meeting 
Cindy Stephens called the meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance and introductions. 

 
Approval of June 25, 2008 Agenda  
Dave Coonrod moved and Dana Louderbaugh seconded the motion to approve the agenda for the June 25, 
2008 meeting.  Motion carried. 
 
Approval of January 23, 2008 Minutes   
Dave Coonrod moved and Dana Louderbaugh seconded the motion to approve the January 23, 2008 
minutes.  Motion carried. 
 
Approval of May 28, 2008 Minutes 
Dave Coonrod moved and Nancy Edson seconded the motion to approve the May 28, 2008 minutes with 
corrections.  Motion carried. 
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Financial Report—Diane May 
The budget is as up to date as we can get it, due to transfers on various accounts still being made.  The 
current budget does not reflect certain incomes from various accounts.  July will look different as these 
are added.  Cindy Stephens commented that the University doesn’t let money get spent unless they know 
it’s going to be there.   Allen Kunkel moved and Ed Westerman seconded the motion to accept the 
financial report for January-May, 2008.  Motion carried. 
 

 
Legislative Reports 
 
Stacy Burks, Senator Bond’s Office 
The Senate is in final week of session before adjournment for Independence Day Holiday.  FEC panel 
should be up and running before break.  Housing bill is expected today.  The FISA bill passed the house 
last week and is due to pass the Senate unless the majority leader holds it up until after the break.  Senator 
Bond has been a champion for this bill.  War supplemental has money in there for flooding.  Dave 
Coonrod asked how much money is in the bill.  Ms. Burks replied she was not sure.  Another important 
issue is the physician fee cut in Medicare plan that takes place July 1, 2008.  This should be taken care of 
before recess.  Appropriations bill is moving out of subcommittee, but it remains to be seen if it will get 
to the floor.  The Department of Defense and maybe homeland security could be only ones passed.  The 
other 12 will be put into an omnibus bill for the year.  Last year all but three appropriations went into 
omnibus bill. 
 
Steve McIntosh, Congressman Blunt’s Office 
The House is moving appropriations out of subcommittee to full committee.  The House has several bills.  
FAA extension act has no opposition.  Tax relief going into permanent status is being discussed.  The 
House is trying to get things wrapped up before the break. 
 
David Rauch, Senator McCaskill’s Office 
There is considerable debate on the housing bill.  The bill helps struggling homeowners to refinance in 
relation to Fannie Mae ($200 billion dollars to help with this). FEMA has been active in the state over the 
past months.  Flooding and tornado damage has created great need.  Public assistance request for Newton 
and Jasper counties was rejected by FEMA.  The counties and electric co-ops will have to absorb the 
costs.  Oil/gas issue:  a lot of discussion has taken place regarding speculation.  There is discussion of 
legislation to reform the market where oil is concerned.  Debate is centered on taking out of the mix those 
that don’t have vested interest in the oil market.  It is speculated that as much as 1/3 of cost for a barrel of 
oil is due to speculation.  The Springfield office has taken a lot of calls regarding drilling.  At issue is 
whether drilling will help.  On the issue of Medicare action, there is a lot of pressure on the Congress to 
fix this matter. 
 

Partner Agency Reports 
 
Frank Miller/Dawne Gardner, MoDOT, District 8 
Dawne Gardner: North Route 13 begins June 30th with completion set for June 2009.  There was a public 
meeting on the I-44/Route 13 Interchange redesign.  The project is slated for to award the contract in 
December 2008 with work beginning in spring 2009 and completion by summer.  Frank Miller:  there are 
continued projections over the reduced budget.  The gas tax is going down both for the state and federal.  
Both transit and highway funding are affected by this.  The tax is fixed to the amount of vehicle miles 
traveled.  There was a 6% reduction in vehicles miles traveled from March 2007 to March 2008.  The 5-
laning Lebanon project has been pushed back.  The 6-laning on US65 has been pushed back due to 
setbacks in federal funding and changes to the interchange of 60/65; however, if the 1/8th cent tax is 



SMCOG Board of Directors Meeting Minutes 6/25/08 Page 3 of 5  

passed the Sunshine portion will be accelerated.  Otherwise it will be 2011 for these projects.  The 60 and 
65 interchange has been delayed.  MoDOT has to replace the bridge that was hit by the windmill.  Videos 
for diverging diamond design at 13/I-44 are on Springfield News-Leader and YouTube.  There was a 
public meeting last week in Hollister about the Taneycomo Bridge.  The question is whether to construct 
a second bridge and roundabout or parallel one-way bridges.  About 60 percent of the public approved the 
two bridges and roundabout option.  Safe Routes to School non-infrastructure grants will be announced in 
July 2008 and infrastructure grants announced in November. 
 
Eric Kellstadt, MoDOT, District 7 
Draft STIP was released last week to make public comment.  There will be a MHC meeting next week to 
finalize. 
 
Natasha Longpine, Ozarks Transportation Organization 
Natasha Longpine introduced Tim Conklin, the new executive director at OTO.  OTO is working on ride-
share web based software and a pilot project in Nixa.  The discussion moved to issues of transit in the 
SMCOG/OTO region.  Dave Coonrod:  City Utilities (CU) and OTO are working on a regional transit 
approach.  We are not sure what will be the trigger, $4-$5 gas, but collectively we need to be ready to 
provide some kind of service to our counties.  CU is partnering with St. John’s about a transportation loop 
into Ozark.  We need to do something to help workers get in and out of the Springfield area.  SMCOG 
and OTO need to get together and see if there is anything we can do.  It was suggested that OTO and 
SMCOG partner with CU and other transportation providers in the region (OATS, Fisk Limousine) to 
begin this discussion.  Counties need to be involved in this discussion as well, and at some point, 
legislators need to be approached.  Ms. Longpine mentioned that the pilot project is just going to be Nixa 
at this point, but once that gets underway we will see about expanding the project.   
 
Regarding a Regional Transit Authority, there is a lot that needs to happen before this can be a reality, but 
OTO is moving in this direction.  This could mean a charter change for CU.  Legislatively, the regional 
authority becomes its own political subdivision.  Mr. Coonrod asked if legislators are being contacted.  At 
this point they have not.   Tim Conklin:  Northwest Arkansas is in the process of creating a regional 
transit authority.  Two counties have joined and went to state legislature and created entity. 
 
Billy Dryer commented that Tai Shen has partnered with Penmac to make transportation part of the 
benefit package.  They will pick up employees at their homes.  Steve McIntosh said the general plan is to 
have a bus that goes around and picks up employees for a $5 charge.  Cindy Stephens asked if there is a 
way to have a privately owned business make a profit on this enterprise.  Dave Coonrod:  Government 
needs to step up and find a way to make this happen.   
 
Tim Conklin reported that  RFP’s for rideshare software are out and they had two responses.  The 
program should be ready to go in August.  It will be web-based.  OTO is moving its office in mid-July.  
They will be sub-leasing with Missouri State with the office to be located on the Springfield Square.  
OTO is in the process of putting together the TIP.  The TIP will be presented to the Technical Committee 
and it’s anticipated to pass the Board in August. 
 
Rhonda Headland, Missouri Department of Conservation 
MDC has become more organized with our community response to emergencies such as helping people 
that ask for assistance to cut trees during ice storms or use boats during flooding. These calls no longer go 
to the local offices.  Call centers are set up near the emergency.  This has created better organization and 
better response time.  MDC is trying to add MySpace, YouTube and blogs to become more modern and 
better engage the public.  The document called the “Next Generation of Conservation” (on file at 
SMCOG offices) outlines the next 25-year plan.  This document guides all activities.  There are nine 
goals and objectives that guide MCD activities.  Role of the community conservationist:  private land 
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services division in 2000 found that approximately 90 percent of state is owned by private owners and 
MDC needed to make better partnerships/connections with persons in urban areas.  Another CC position, 
based in Springfield, was created in 2005. The purpose is to incorporate conservation practices into urban 
areas.  ARC Map GIS data is available free of charge.  The Springfield office has an intern for the 
summer.  He is documenting case studies of conservation-friendly case studies. 
 
Mr. Coonrod:  How closely do you work with MoDOT on best practices for runoff, etc.?  Ms. Headland: 
we have the opportunity to provide comment.  MDC is working to incorporate native plants along 
roadways.  This helps with storm water infiltration.  Mr. Coonrod:  Airport road is a mess right now and 
Greene County is getting calls from citizens.  Frank Miller:  They found a spring that is causing problems.  
Construction is behind because of all the water. 
Nancy Edson:  Is there any response from the public about crown vetch getting into fields?  Ms. 
Headland:  not really.  MDC has an inglorious past regarding invasive plants.  There are cost-share 
projects available for conservation projects on private land. 
 
Old Business 
 
Amendments to the Southwest Missouri Council of Governments Bylaws:  Diane May 
The organizational structure of the Board needed to change to bring it in line with EDA requirements.  
Therefore, the percentage of governmental representatives versus citizen representatives changed.  Also, 
the new bylaws include electronic voting.  Nancy Edson motioned to accept the bylaw changes and Dana 
Louderbaugh seconded the motion.  Motion Carried. 
 
FY 09 Operations Budget: Diane May 
This item needs to be postponed as information is not yet available from MSU Financial Services to 
complete end of year report.  Ms. May asked to continue with current budget until next meeting.  Dave 
Coonrod motioned to table the 2009 operations budget and Dana Louderbaugh seconded the motion.  
Motion Carried. 
 
FY2009 Regional Transportation Planning Program Award and Work Program Revisions:  Dan 
Watts 
SMCOG will receive additional funds from MoDOT for the FY2009 Transportation Work Program.  
MoDOT made $15,000 extra dollars available and SMCOG received nearly half of this extra allotment.  
SMCOG’s award increased from $55,700 to $62,500.  With the additional funds, a student employee has 
been added to the work program budget and an off-system bridge inventory will be conducted for the 
Regional Transportation Plan. 
 
New Business 
 
Homeland Security Regionalization Plan—Diane May 
FY2007 Regional Grant Award Acceptance 
The 2007 Homeland Security Grant Award for Region D homeland security must be accepted and the 
award notice signed by the SMCOG Chair. The agreements have been signed by all others.  Allen Kunkel 
moved to accept the FY2007 Homeland Security Grant Award for Region D and Dana Louderbaugh 
seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 
 
2008 Homeland Security Regionalization Work Program 
The 2008 Homeland Security Work Program award (for FY2009) to SMCOG is $40,000, the same as last 
year and the work program will be the same as last year’s.  Dave Coonrod moved to accept the 2008 
Homeland Security Regionalization Work Program award and Nancy Edson seconded the motion.  
Motion carried. 
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Nominating Committee Report and Elections—Diane May 
Election of Officers  
Nominating Committee Slate of Officers:  Billy Dryer, Polk County, Chair; Jane Hood, Mount Vernon, 
Vice-Chair; Mark Dixon, Treasurer.  Dave Coonrod motioned to accept the slate of officers as 
recommended by the Nominating Committee and  John Homer seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 
 
Appointment of Executive Committee for FY2009 
The Nominating Committee recommended that current Executive Committee remain for purposes of 
continuity.  Ed Westerman motioned to continue the appointments of the current Executive Committee 
and Ron Elkins seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 
 
Appointment/Reappointment of Non-Governmental Board Members 
The Nominating Committee recommended that current members be reappointed.  Dave Coonrod moved 
to reappoint the current non-governmental members to the Board and Dana Louderbaugh seconded the 
motion.  Motioned carried. 
 
State Regional Planning Grant Application for 2009—Diane May 
State planning grant for FY09 year is $13,351, which is the same as last year.  SMCOG’s application will 
be submitted when the SMCOG operating budget is approved.  Dana Louderbaugh moved to authorize 
submission of application and Nancy Edson seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 
 
Other Business 
SMCOG no longer shares space with the Area Health Education Center as the AHEC has moved into new 
offices on the Square.     
Dave Coonrod:  Greene County needs local municipalities to help with the crime lab.  There is a hard-hat 
tour tomorrow for those who are interested.  
Dorothy Knowles:  Missouri Senior Report on livability for seniors county by county is out.  It is located 
at 735 South Fort and is available on line at OSEDA. 
Frank Miller:  DNR is holding another meeting on air quality in July.  Mr. Watts will let interested parties 
know the date when it becomes available. 
 
Meeting adjourned. 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned.   
 
 
 
________________________________   _____________________ 
Mark Dixon, Secretary/Treasurer   Date 


