
Southwest Missouri Council of Governments 
Monthly Meeting Minutes 

May 24, 2006 
MSU Alumni Center, 300 S. Jefferson, Springfield, Missouri 

 
Members Present: 

1. Patrick Murphy, Pleasant Hope 
2. Kenneth Bacon, Dallas County 
3. Billy Dryer, Polk County 
4. Rex Wilkinson, Dade County, Chair 
5. Brian Fogle, Springfield, Secretary/Treasurer 
6. Ron Elkins, Jr., Fremont Hills 
7. Allen Kunkel, Small Business, Tourism and Industry 
8. Cindy Stephens, Education 
9. Ken Hurley, Billings 
10. Nancy Edson, Rogersville 
11. Yolanda Lorge, Community Affairs  

 
Guests Present: 

1. Dan Rudge, OTO 
2. Bruce Hively, USDA Rural Development 
3. Stacey Burks, Senator Bond’s Office 
4. Steve Macintosh, Representative Blunt’s Office 
5. Terry Campbell, Senator Talent’s Office 
6. Eric Kellstadt, MoDOT District 7 
7. Frank Miller, MoDOT District 8 
8. Jane Hood, Mt. Vernon 

 
Staff Present: 
Diane May, Natasha Longpine, Anita Davis 
 
 
The regular monthly meeting of the Southwest Missouri Council of Governments Board 
was held May 24, 2006. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
The minutes of the March 9, 2006 Board meeting were approved as corrected.  Rex 
Wilkinson made the motion to approve the minutes, seconded by Brian Fogle.  The 
motion was adopted. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
Diane May presented the budget-to-actual through April 2006. The invoices for MoDOT 
need to be completed. Invoices are needed for Hazard Mitigation Plans in Barry County, 
Lawrence and Dallas. Stone and Taney counties are still being revised and likely will not 
be billed until the next fiscal year. 
 



The budget will be close to a positive balance. It will be close because the University 
charges benefits (such as vacation) up-front and then charge again upon invoice. Only 
after the invoice is completed are the benefits charges reversed. Diane noted that we 
don’t quite know how this year will work in terms of benefits charges. 
Additional notes include: 

• Expenditures are on the mark 
• Printing was higher than anticipated 
• Travel was lower 
• Everything else is on track 
• Spent less on salaries than anticipated 
• Requested a new quote for liability insurance, to include coverage for traffic 

counters 
 
Question for municipalities: How many belong to the Missouri consortium?  Diane will 
find out if council is eligible.  
Fogle/Wilkinson 
 
Legislative 
 
Stacey Burks noted that the Senate is heading into Memorial Day recess, for a week, back 
first week of June, 7 weeks before August, then a four-week recess, and finally, a post-
election session in November.  The budget is moving slow and not out of committee. 
Confirmation process for general Haydon and judges is in progress. 
 
Steve Macintosh noted that the House moving is passing authorization bills: two last 
week and two this week. Agriculture and rural development bills should have passed 
yesterday.  The House votes on the Interior Department today for Corps projects 
including the Jordan Creek study to eventually remove the cover over the creek. The 
Interior bill also includes study money for Neosho, remodeling funds for Table Rock 
Lake Visitors’ Center and upgrading parks. Boys and Girls Scouts have an area leased 
from Corps. They want a new boat ramp for non-scouts to use for security reasons. The 
project will start pushing dirt soon and off the table by the end of the summer. 
 
Bruce Hively noted that USDA has had a lot of applications including water districts, 
RBE (Sparta is biggest).  Rural fire districts and communities are going for community 
facilities such as police cars, signage. The department will keep funding until money runs 
out. Also, Jerry Finley is doing double duty, covering both Houston and Springfield. 
 
Frank Miller, MoDOT District 8: 
Frank Miller noted that the District 8 enhancement program, outside of OTO, was due 
last Friday – received 14 applications.  He provided copies of the Long Range planning 
effort. Frank handed out sheets that show the five transportation issues. 

• Regional Working Groups, based on RPC boundaries, met in Jefferson City. 
SMCOG and HSTCC were together. Involved parties included modes of 
transportation, community leaders, etc. (not typical TAC members). Last 



Thursday, MoDOT brought together 5 groups and will develop a draft long-range 
plan and will create an implementation plan via the TACs and MPOs. 

• The 5 issues are: look at more than highways, challenge of maintenance, freight 
(RR, Trucks, ports), Coordination of land use and transportation, lack of funding 
(current system is not sustainable) 

• Statewide prioritization process: not many projects selected for programming, will 
look more at scoping. D8 has 3 projects (Stone County Rt. 13 from BW to KC; I-
44/13 interchange, 65 between I-44 and F in Ozark. 

• D7 has the Route 60/37 study from Springfield to Arkansas; 71 upgrade to I-49 
• Frank explained the voting process and final list 
• ID307 is the I-44 study: I-44 is behind I-70 on traffic counts by 10 years, but the 

number of trucks is increasing faster than on I-70. 
 

• The Nature Center meeting was smaller and at the district level. Three rural 
projects submitted:  

-- Marshfield interchange and cost sharing for the spur drive. Failure is imminent, 
it has been around for 15 years. 
-- Stone County, Hwy. 13 
-- Lebanon Rt. 5 at I-44 interchange 

 
Eric Kellstadt, MoDOT District 7: 

• Draft STIP is in public comment period; it is on the MoDOT website 
District 7 enhancements: received 19 applications and waiting to see if any arrive in mail 
 3 from SMCOG, Cassville, Lockwood and Wheaton 

• Bear Creek Corners redo is going back to the drawing board while the Mt. Vernon 
interchange is in competition with the Bear Creek project. Mt. Vernon has already 
had public hearings. District 7 is working to get both done, but timing may be 
affected more than anything. 

• Draft STIP – highlights from the Nature Center meeting: 
• Included: Rt. 60 in Billings and either side of Billings; Rt. 5 in Lebanon; scoping 

for Dallas County Rt. 73 relocation with a possible cost-share 
• Removed a project from Hickory County. Scoping is to solve a problem, 

accidents where drivers are not paying attention, so it did not make sense to move 
forward. 

• Funding to replace north bound lanes on  Hwy. 13 ($25million in earmarks, bonds 
were above formula) 

• Hwys. 13 and 65 will use regional funds. Won’t have funds for the region until 
2011, but some of these scoping projects will be ready if funding comes along. 

• Hwy. 65 to Ark. did come under programmed amount. 
• Additional money helped:  – A3, SRI done by 2007, if not 2009. 
• Issued bonds to do major projects – funding Hwy. 65 between Springfield and 

Buffalo: Hwy. 65 to Arkansas, I-44 and Hwy. 65 interchange just got let. 
 
 
Dan Rudge: 



• DOT is beginning resurfacing on Campbell between Springfield and Nixa. 
• All approvals but one are set for the north/south corridor study to kick off in June; 

waiting for FHWA. 
• UWP – project review on Hwy. 60 east 
• On-board bus survey for CU, available in English and Spanish 
• Relocation of transfer facility 
• We are working on how para-transit can link with Springfield providers. Working 

on a transit development plan to establish a regional transit authority. Have to 
change Springfield’s charter, start and fund the authority. Would be ready to go to 
a regional referendum next November with some type of tax ($1.9 from Federal, 
Springfield’s cost $3.7 million. Regional would be $67 million to run annually. 
We are not looking beyond the MPO – but the rideshare program would cover 
outside with origin/destination in Springfield. A brand new planner would be the 
primary responsibility. 

 
New Business: 

• The annual report will mailed out tomorrow and the public official’s directory is 
separate. 

• Wheatland Raceway is expecting 5,000-80,00 people looking for hotels, traffic. 
Lucas Oil is the promoter. It opens this weekend with suite boxes and 
campgrounds. This dirt track will rival anything on the current circuit. 

• Dan Rudge facilitated the Board Retreat, including a mailed survey prior to the 
retreat. The survey garnered about 9 responses. The retreat group formulated a 
new mission statement from all the comments listed on the wall. Statements in 
bold type are things the group thought were important to work on. No one could 
define our current mission statement. Bringing this new mission statement before 
full board is something the group can take to locals and explain the old mission 
statement vs. the new statement (to include the word “our”). Looking at mission 
statement, but then also what else can be done. 

• The preliminary application for EDA funds was submitted and will need to submit 
the full application with comprehensive narrative for the $51,000 per year. Under 
EDA requirements – to have a new board organization - would make the current 
board cumbersome. We should think about ways to structure the Board 
differently. With our involvement in transportation and SEMA, we may need an 
oversight board. We may also want to look at a different meeting schedule. EDA 
is allowing one year to make changes. 

• We need to take it past the point of a new mission statement to include new 
responsibilities. 

• SMCOG has added 10 new programs in last 10 years, but have not removed any 
programs. 

• Other RPCs have sister organizations that are 501c3. This may be something we 
want to consider. 

• We will appoint a reorganization committee. Although Dan is not a member of 
the board, we would like for him to sit as a member of this committee. 

• EDA grant, last time said required a 40% match, now only a 30% match. This is 
for district-wide projects, though for industry. Counties, must use own rates. 



• EDA is tied to the Homeland Security regionalization projects. Sub groups 
include transportation, EDA, Homeland Security we may need 3 or 4 sub-boards. 

• Brian Fogle and Nancy Edson made a motion to approve the EDA grant project. 
• The Homeland Security project is not yet solidified with SEMA. Republic?, Jim 

Collins,____ Lasseter, Ron Elkins, Republic?, Jim Collins, ____Lasseter, Ron 
Elkins, and Forsyth? are the mayors on the committee. 

 
When the Council was established in 1989, the Cooperative Agreement was 2-3 pages 
renewed annually.  A new contract was done sometime in 1993-95, but was 
unconstrained time wise. So we need a new contract with the University. The question of 
liability insurance arises, so we will look into it to facilitate monetary decisions. 
 
The meeting moved to Executive Committee because quorum has been lost. 
 
Appointment of Committees 
Budget: 
 Ken Hurley 
 Ron Elkins, Jr. 
 Brian Fogle 
 Cindy Stephens 
 George Cutbirth 
Nominations: 
 Chris Coulter 
 Billy Dryer 
 Nancy Edson 
Adjourn: 

Billy Dryer 
Jane Hood 

 
Other business: 
Rex is organizing a rally at the Capitol in Jefferson City on July 8. 
 


