
SOUTHWEST MISSOURI COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS MEETING MINUTES 
August 23, 2006, 9:00 AM 

Missouri State University Alumni Center 
300 S. Jefferson, Springfield, MO  65806 

 

Members Present:  
David Coonrod, Greene County Nancy Edson, Rogersville 
Ken Hurley, Billings Cindy Stephens, Education 
Rex Wilkinson, Dade County Michelle Garand, Health 
Ron Elkins, Jr., Fremont Hills Dana Louderbaugh, Fair Grove 
George Quest Jr., Kimberling City George Cutbirth, Stone County  
Robert Walster, Lawrence County Billy Dryer, Polk County 
Jack Swearingen, Crane Kenneth Bacon, Dallas County 
Brian Fogle, Finance  

 
Guests Present:  
Eric Kellstadt, MoDOT D7 Jerry Finley, USDA 
Dawne Gardner, MoDOT D8 Terry Campbell, Senator Talent 
Steve McIntosh, Congressman Roy Blunt Stacy Burks, Senator Kit Bond 
 
 
Staff Present:  
Diane May Anita Davis 
Dan Watts  
 
 
OPENING CEREMONIES 
 
Approval of August 2006 Minutes: 
The minutes of the August 23, 2006 Board meeting were approved.  Rex Wilkinson motioned 
to approve the minutes, seconded by Kenneth Bacon.  The motion was adopted. 
 
Approval of the Agenda: 
Rex Wilkinson motioned to approve the agenda, seconded by Kenneth Bacon.  The motion 
was adopted. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: 
Cindy Stephens asked for clarification of the reasons for the actual income lag-time after a 
project completion.  
 
Diane explained that the budget deficit is an invoicing issue as far as the SEMA hazard plans 
go.  Also, several invoices show up on the July-August statements.  Other than that, there are 
no unusual issues in the budget. The August report will show a larger than average positive 
balance. 
 



SMCOG is required by several federal programs to be a member of (National Association of 
Development Organizations) NADO; for example, the transportation work program. 
 
Historically, MSU has charged accrued sick leave and vacation benefits to the departments 
on a monthly basis. However, last year, MSU started accruing benefits annually. That 
amount shows up as a large negative item in the current budget.  Once the initial year is 
completed, the following years should balance out. 
 
George Cutbirth asked Diane to check on the payroll issue. 
 
Dave Coonrod asked Diane how CDBG funds work. Diane explained that CDBG does not let 
funds be disbursed until the contractor begins work. 
 
Dave Coonrod requested a lead time to do Board packets in advance of the Board meeting to 
give members time to review the materials. 
 
Cindy Stephens and Brian Fogle will meet the MSU Dean re timing of financial reports from 
MSU. 
 
Rex Wilkinson motioned to accept the Treasurer’s Report. Ron Elkins seconded the motion. 
The motion was approved. 
 
 
Legislative Reports: 
Steve McIntosh, Congressman Roy Blunt’s Office: 
Congressman Blunt conducted his 10th annual tour of the district. 
Nancy Edson noted that the EDA Committee still needs an agriculture representative. Diane 
May noted the representative could be an existing Board member. Cindy Stephens 
commented that names go to Chris Coulter, chair of the Nominating Committee. 
 
Terry Campbell, Senator Talent’s Office: 
Congress is in recess through Labor Day.  Thirteen appropriation bills are ready to go to the 
House floor; mostly homeland security and defense priorities.  
 
Partner Agency Reports: 
Dawne Gardner, MoDOT District 8 
Dawne announced several sections of highway to be enhanced: Hwy. 13 in Greene County 
for 2008; 13 North in Polk county for 2009, Hwy. 65 to Fair Grove by 2007. She also 
announced the Sept. 19 enhancements workshop in Springfield for county commissioners, 
9am-3pm. 
 
Nancy Edson voiced a concern that OTO is planning the Hwy. 60 corridor to include 
Rogersville. However, Rogersville is not part of OTO. She would like to be included in the 
planning phases. David Coonrod commented that the Springfield/Rogersville Hwy. 65 is 
slated to be freeway class corridor.  Nancy noted that Rogersville does not want to administer 
land use issues that might impede the progress of the transportation corridor. 



 
Eric Kellstadt, MoDOT District 7 
Hwys. 60-37 corridor study is moving along and negotiations are in the works for a contract. 
Terry Campbell noted that we have funding for the James River/National Ave. project. 
 
Old Business:  
None. 
 
New Business: 
David Coonrod noted that the Board must have time to review the information in the packets 
prior to the meeting. 
 
Organizational Issues-Diane May: 
The Executive Committee had a lengthy discussion on public relations for SMCOG. 
SMCOG is best known for local planning and regulations, rural transportation, and 
partnerships with other economic organizations. Three committees will be established: 
Budget, Communications and Public Relations, and Programs and Services (provide trainings 
for both Board and the three Committees).  Diane requested board members sign up for one 
of these three committees. We need to focus on some of these issues before we go forward. 
 
Transportation-Diane May: 
CDs of the model traffic ordinance were distributed to all Board members. The work also 
will be posted on Mo. Municipal League website. 
 
SEMA Homeland Security Program:  
Billy Dryer asked for a clarification of National Guard versus Homeland Security. Steve 
McIntosh explained that, since 9-11, the emphasis has changed. Now the government wants 
to regionalize homeland security through the RPCs.  It was suggested that this work program 
will have to be revised. David Coonrod suggested a presentation on the homeland security 
program at the Nov. 15 Annual Meeting and suggested postponing a vote on the homeland 
security Master Agreement until more clarity is achieved.  We may want to resolve issues at 
the September Executive Committee. 
 
SEMA will announce grant fund allocations. The Master Agreement is very general. Cindy 
Stephens suggested a joint meeting with Bill Alter, MSU.  SMCOG is the lead organization 
for 18 counties (Troop D Highway Patrol boundaries). Diane explained that there are 14 
working groups and 1-year and 2-year terms. No one really know how this is going to work. 
Our area is already organized and approved by Homeland Security. 
 
EDA Grant: 
Board members received the program and the handout. Almost $13,000 already is coming in 
from EDA. This grant also requires some amount of committee members’ time on the 
project, similar to the OEDP Committee of several years ago. The program is ongoing. It 
facilitates funding to communities for various economic development projects. Members are 
encouraged to provide possible committee members for the EDA administration.   



Brian Fogle motioned  to approve acceptance of the EDA grant. Rex Wilkinson seconded the 
motion. The motion was approved. 
 
Executive Director’s Report: 
The Bennett Spring project is nearly ready to begin addressing serious wastewater problems 
from moving into the Bennett Spring. DNR funded the project for $62,175 of the $92,000 
statewide pot. 
Kenneth Bacon motioned to approve the Bennett Spring Project Agreement with DNR. Cindy 
Stephens seconded the motion. The motion was approved. 
 
The Transportation Advisory Committee is being invigorated. SMCOG will increase 
communications with TAC members by way of timely newsletters, an additional survey, 
increasing public awareness, and generally encouraging TAC participation.  
 
We are in the process of posting the transportation planner position. In the meantime, Dan 
Watts is doing a great job, although it is temporary employment status. We have re-
advertised and now may have a candidate for the GIS position. 
 
Pierce City is back on track regarding the mold discovered in the Armory building. Also 
working on zoning and subdivision regulations for Strafford, Ash Grove, and Kimberling 
City. 
 
Other Business: 
Next Executive Committee meeting: Sept. 12, Greene County Commission offices 
Next Board meeting: Sept. 15, location to be announced 
Annual Meeting:  Nov. 15, Kentwood Hall 
Annual Retreat: March 28, tentative date 
Staff will sent a list of all meeting dates. 
 
David Coonrod will appoint a chairman to create a search committee for the transportation 
planner position. 
 
Billy Dryer suggested that Board meetings begin with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Brian Fogle mentioned the Regional Leadership Program (patterned after Leadership 
Springfield). The web address is: 
http://www.morriscenter.missouristate.edu/GOLD/Default.htm
 
Ken Hurley announced a 3-day tractor pull event in Billings. 
 
Brian Fogle motioned to approve acceptance of the EDA grant, seconded by Rex Wilkinson. 
The motion was approved. 
 
George Cutbirth motioned to adjourn. Cindy Stephens seconded. The motion was approved. 

http://www.morriscenter.missouristate.edu/GOLD/Default.htm

