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SOUTHWEST MISSOURI COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS  
MEETING MINUTES 

Wednesday, February 28, 2007, 9:00 AM 
Missouri State University Alumni Center 

300 S. Jefferson 
Springfield, MO 

 
 
Members Present:  
Doug Marrs, City of Nixa Kenneth Bacon, Dallas County 
Billy Dryer, Polk County J. Howard Fisk, Transportation 
Fred Gress, City of Willard Dave Coonrod, Greene County 
Yolanda Lorge, Community Relations Ed Westerman, City of Clever 
Brian Fogle, Professions Michele Garand, Health 
Jane Hood, City of Mount Vernon Ron Elkins Jr., City of  Fremont Hills  
Nancy Edson, City of Rogersville Chris Coulter, City of Republic 
  
Guests Present:  
Stacy Burks,  Senator Bond’s Office Scott Bachman, MoDOT District 7 
Steve McIntosh, Congressman Blunt’s Office Frank Miller, MoDOT District 8 
Bruce Hively, USDA-Rural Development Natasha Longpine, OTO 
  
Staff Present:  
Diane May, Executive Director Saundra Dane, Accountant 
Dan Watts, Planner  
 
 
OPENING CEREMONIES 
 
Approval of November 15, 2006 Minutes  
Brian Fogle motioned to approve the minutes of the November 15, 2006 meeting and Ken 
Bacon seconded the motion. The motion was unanimously approved. 
  
Approval of Meeting Agenda   
Brian Fogle motioned to approve the agenda for the February 28, 2007 meeting and J. 
Howard Fisk seconded the motion. The motion was unanimously approved. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
Diane May presented the quarterly Treasurer’s Report for October-December, 2006.  
October through December is reflected on the Income-Expense statement. She noted 
examples on the report that the University is now assigning separate budget numbers to 
projects, which will make it easier to track individual projects.  May also indicated that 
the combined balance available at the end of January 2007 is about $15,000 but more 
invoicing is going out, so the next report will look different.  We are staying under budget 
on expenses.  Nancy Edson asked if we were in the negative for now and May responded 
yes, until new invoicing is completed.       
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Chris Coulter motioned to accept the Treasurer’s Report for October-December, 2006 
and Ron Elkins seconded the motion. The motion was unanimously approved. 
 
Legislative Reports 
Stacy Burks, Senator Bond’s Office: 
The Senate is back in session.  Individual budgets are moving forward.  Committees on 
Agriculture and Interior are moving forward.  This year’s process is different;    
accountability and transparency are two key issues.  Brian Fogle asked about the status of 
earmarks.  Ms. Burks responded that the continuing resolution was passed.  Over 60 
programs are cut with a savings of over $10 billion allocated to these programs.  
Earmarks are now discretionary funds and must be applied for.  They are competitive 
programs.  Ethics are changing and sponsors are now putting names on projects.  There 
will be no projects added in conference.  
 
Steve McIntosh, Congressman Blunt’s Office: 
We are operating under the continuing resolution.  It was one hundred-fifty plus pages, 
maybe there is a little “smoke and mirror” going on.  He suggested that earmarks will go 
forward, but there may be some changes.   This is going to be a year that we are going to 
have to see how things go.  Dave Coonrod questioned the changes. Mr. McIntosh 
indicated that there is a  $32 billion increase for veterans, $22 million for Department of 
Defense, and an increase in cops programs.  Normally these would have been earmarks, 
but now they will go to a discretionary program that will have to be applied for and it will 
be a competitive process.  The various agencies are trying to figure out how to do budgets 
on a continuing resolution.  
 
Fred Gress raised concern about lack of funding for the Rural Water Program in the 
budget which has provided many free services to local communities.   Willard uses MO 
Rural Water Program for training and is currently working on a well head program..  
Stacy Burks said it’s:  It’s in the Presidents budget, but it’s not yet in the Congressional 
budget.  That doesn’t mean it won’t be.  Steve McIntosh noted that things are often 
proposed that don’t happen.  For example, selling land around Table Rock Lake.  Fred 
Gress stated that this program is near and dear to a lot of small towns and loss of funding 
for the program would seriously impact small communities.   Steve McIntosh said that 
the Congressman’s office is aware of the need and is getting many emails.  Stacy Burks 
suggested that if communities want to make their voices heard, send a letter to her office.  
Dave Coonrod stated he would be happy to sign such a letter for SMCOG if the Board 
desired.  
 
Doug Marrs motioned for SMCOG  to write a letter of support for Rural Water Program 
funding and  Fred Gress seconded the motion.  The motion was unanimously approved. 
 
J. Howard Fisk asked if the letter should be copies to USDA and Senator McCaskill.  
Diane May responded that letters would be sent to our Senators and Congressmen. 
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Partner Agency Reports 
Bruce Hively, USDA-Rural Development:  Mr. Hively announced that they are 
encouraging agencies to submit applications for grants.   He reported that USDA is 
currently operating under the continuing resolution.  He also announced that Tim 
Rickabaugh is the new area director and will start on March 15, 2007.  Mr. Rickabaugh is 
out of the Clinton office.   
 
Frank Miller, MoDOT District 8:  Mr. Miller said that the ice storm hit most counties in 
District 8 and MoDOT has been cleaning up debris.  Tomorrow the District will take bids 
in Greene, Dallas, Polk and Laclede counties.  They are asking that people place debris in 
right of way line.  Dave Coonrod asked where the debris is being taken.  Mr. Miller 
responded that MoDOT is leaving that up to the contractors.  Discussion ensued about 
problems and difficulties arising from debris disposal. 
 
There is a long term study being done along I44 from St. Louis to Oklahoma line.  There 
will be a lot of public outreach.  One question is what to do with capacity increases.  Data 
shows that the gap in traffic volume between I44 and I70 is closing.  There is no funding 
right now, but MoDOT wants to get the process started.  MoDOT is laying the bridge 
girders for US65 and more work is being done on US65 south of Hollister.  On March 
12th  there is a meeting with planning partners to discuss potential planning investments.  
MoDOT is developing a process that decides what extra money would be spent on should 
MoDOT get it.  MoDOT wants to make sure that the regional planning commissions 
around the state have input in this process.  Brian Fogle asked where would additional 
funding come from.  Mr. Miller indicated that there are many different scenarios and 
MoDOT wants a list ready to answer those questions. 
 
Scott Bachman:  MoDOT District 7:  Mr. Bachman indicated that all district offices are 
finalizing their submittals for the STIP which are due on Friday.  District 7 should have a 
draft at the next SMCOG meeting.    Two studies from D8 and D7 on the purpose and 
needs for US60 and US37 corridors are being merged.  The District is submitting a $9.2 
million dollar cost sharing program at Mt. Vernon for interchange improvements on 
I44/US37.  If funded, this would be a 50/50 cost share with Mt. Vernon. The District is 
also taking letters of intent by the end of the week for enhancement grant applications. 
These are just to preview preliminary plans to make sure they are eligible for 
enhancement funding before work is done on the applications.   
 
Natasha Longpine, Ozark Transportation Organization (OTO): 
Natasha Longpine reported that OTO has been working on lots of transit issues such as 
coordinating human services plans and different services.  The north/south corridor study 
will wrap up early next year.  OTO should know today on consultants who are 
prioritizing different routes to reduce congestion.  OTO is expanding rideshare to reduce 
congestion.  The growth trend report is completed. A copy of the report is posted on 
www.ozarkstransportation.org. 
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Homeland Security Regionalization Program  
Diane May provided a status report on the homeland security regionalization program 
and referenced the grant application budget summary sheets in the agenda packets.  You 
have a hand out that gives you summary that was given to SEMA.  The budget 
allocations for the various expenditures were decided by the RHSOC in December 2006.  
She reviewed a few of the proposed expenditures, including the veterinarian emergency 
kits.  If an agricultural emergency happens, the kits will be resources available to the 
veterinarians that are working the problem.  Still need to determine where the kits will be 
housed. 
 
Under Interoperable Communications, $900,000 is allocated to improve communications 
from Joplin to Springfield with a microwave link. Also, two communications vehicles 
will be purchased, one housed in Joplin and one in Greene County Office of Emergency 
Management.  These will be available for use in the region, but Joplin and Greene 
County will be responsible for staff, maintenance and insurance.  
 
A coordinator and assistant for Mass Care and Volunteers and Donations will be hired 
and housed through Red Cross.  There will also be purchase of a credentialing system for 
volunteers.  Two counties already have the system and funds are budgeted to purchase 14 
more systems.  A neighboring county will do the credentialing for the two counties that 
don’t receive the system this year.  
 
Brian Fogle asked if the funding for this program will be continuing.  Diane May stated 
that this 2006 application is the first year and it will be continuing.  For the 2006 year, the 
state determined how much funding each region would receive.  Next year will be 
competitive.  She also noted that the proposed expenditures in the 2006 application must 
be approved by SEMA.  Nancy Edson asked if this program was for NIMS training.  
Diane May said “no”.  She also indicated that the state just received paperwork from the 
federal government for the state’s application for the 2007 year funding.  SEMA has a 
very short time to submit the state application and is already soliciting input from 
RHSOC representatives on possible funding priorities for next year.  She asked that if 
Board members have questions or concerns that should be addressed, to let staff know 
and it will be passed on to the RHSOC representatives. 
 
EDA Planning Program    
Diane May indicated that this is the first year of the EDA planning program.  The 
application process is now moving to a three year cycle and staff is preparing the initial 
application materials.  Brian Fogle asked if this means funding is available for three 
years.  Diane May responded that she wasn’t sure, but it does mean that EDA is 
committing to a three year program.  
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Transportation Planning Program  
 Dan Watts reported that staff has been testing the traffic counter equipment in Ozark and 
Marionville.  The time spent on these trials will provide information for developing a fee 
policy for communities that want to do traffic counts. 
 
 
Executive Director’s Report 
Diane May provided an update on staff hiring.  She indicated that the advertisement for 
the transportation planner will post this Friday and the other staff position will post 
shortly thereafter.  Chris Coulter and Mark Dixon will serve on the staff search 
committee. 
   
SMCOG will be hosting a seminar on cooperative purchase for health insurance benefits.  
Meetings are scheduled for March 7th and 8th; Jenkins and Associates and Representative 
Jay Wasson will be presenting at the seminar. 
 
Diane May said there wasn’t much to report on MACOG activities right now.  Bill 
tracking is underway and she asked if there are any particular bills the SMCOG members 
are interested in.  Dave Coonrod asked about SB364 and Ms. May said she would follow 
up on it.  
 
The SMCOG Board Retreat is scheduled for the morning of March 28th, location to be 
determined.  Richard Cavender, Director of the Meramec Regional Planning Commission 
will be the facilitator.  The retreat will focus on Board organization for compliance with 
the economic development district designation and Board participation.  
 
Projects Status Report 
Bennett Spring project is moving forward and the request for proposals for engineering 
services is being prepared by the University’s Procurement Office.  Ken Bacon has 
agreed to serve on the consultant selection committee for the project. 
 
The MTI project has been pushed back due to a delay in funding release.  MTI has a new 
director.  The initial contracts were not correct and are currently being redrafted by MTI. 
Natasha Longpine provided further explanation on the project.  OTO is doing a 
transportation/land-use study outside of this project.  The University of Missouri/ 
Columbia came to OTO and SMCOG to see how to leverage this funding.  They want to 
create a cost calculator.  She explained that the cost calculator will be a tool that 
communities can use to make better decisions regarding land-use. 
 
Brian Fogle motioned to adjourn the meeting and J. Howard Fisk seconded the motion.  
Motion carried.   
 
 
 
_______________________________  ___________________ 
Cindy Stephens, Secretary/Treasurer   Date Approved 


