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 Enhancing the quality of our communities through regional cooperation 
 
 

Southwest Missouri Council of Governments 
Board of Directors Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, March 28, 2012  
9:00 a.m. 

                                     Library Station, Frisco Room 
      Springfield, MO   

 
 
 

Attendance  
 
Members:       Partners: 
Cindy Stephens, OTC     Bill Cheek, MSU 
Nancy Edson, Rogersville    Steve McIntosh, Senator Blunt’s Office 
Chris Hopkins, Billings     Mark Hultgren, USDA-Rural Development 
Allen Kunkel, MSU     Ronda Headland, Department of  Conservation 
Cy Murray, Utilities     Bill Dowling, WIB 
Tony Stonecypher, Aurora    Valerie Robinson, MoDNR 
Brian Bingle, Nixa     David Rauch, Senator McCaskill’s Office 
Susie Knust, Webster County    Candace Adams, SEMA 
Dana Louderbaugh, Fair Grove    Sara Edwards, OTO 
Todd Wiesehan, Christian County    Stacy Burks, Senator Blunt’s Office 
Chris Coulter, Green County 
Mike Chipman, Forsyth     Staff:  
Jim Viebrock, Greene County    Diane May 

Dan Watts     
 Dorothy Wittorff-Sandgren 

       Jane Hood 
       Dave Faucett 
        
 
 
Open Meeting 
 
Introductions and Announcements—Mike Chipman 
   
Approval of March 28, 2012 Meeting Agenda—Mike Chipman  
Amendment to the agenda on the Financial Report:  Changed from September-December to October-
February. 
Nancy Edson motioned and Dana Louderbaugh seconded to approve the agenda with amendment.  
Motion Carried.  
  
Approval of March 23, 2011 Meeting Minutes—Mike Chipman  
Nancy Edson  motioned and Cindy Stephens seconded to approve the minutes. Motion Carried. 
  
 
 



Southwest Missouri Council of Governments, Board Meeting Minutes   March 28, 2012 Page 2 of 4 

 
 
Legislative Reports 
 
Senator McCaskill’s Office—David Rauch 
The Highway Trust Fund issue is still a topic of much conversation.  The debate continues whether this 
will receive a long term or short term solution.  A short term extension seems likely at this point.  The 
post office closures are also front and center.  Legislation is pending, trying to address this issue.    
  
Senator Blunt’s Office—Steve McIntosh/Stacy Burks 
Postal service bill is being proposed to reexamine the pension fund for the Post Office.  Regarding the 
Highway Trust Fund, Senator Blunt put in an amendment to retain the BRO program.  Right now they are 
debating a two year bill.  A three month extension is expected at the end of March.  Another issue is the 
Child Farm Labor bill.  This is an important issue for Missouri.  Stacy Burks:  Senator Blunt is hosting 
“Twitter” town hall meetings.  Today’s topic will focus on “Obamacare.”  Senator Blunt believes this bill 
impinges on the rights of citizens.     
 
Business  
 
Financial Report (Oct-Feb)—Diane May 
Diane May discussed the financial report for October-February. The $807,747 for total revenues includes 
the procurement for homeland security.  SMCOG is over budget on salaries and fringe rate due to staff 
increases.  The variance in the indirect rate is due to MSU taking out some of the indirect revenue.  The 
indirect line in revenues reflects the 70% that SMCOG receives back from MSU.  Ms. May is 
recommending some changes in the way this is reported.  The final page of the budget sheet reflects 
revenues without Homeland Security.  We are positive $3,528 at this time.      
Chris Coulter motioned and Cindy Stephens seconded to accept the financial report.  Motion carried. 
 
2011-2012 Operations Budget Amendment 
The budget amendment provides for changes in program revenues as well as changes in expenditures.  
Everything on the list of changes is accounted for except for the Shell Knob grant project.  SMCOG dues 
may come in higher.  The big change is on the CDBG planning grant.  This is a two year project.  Staff 
has not put in much time on this grant at this time.  The Public Transit plan is in full swing and is 
expected to be completed in August.  The Interfund Transfer line helped to pay for Saundra working a 
couple of weeks to train her replacement.  The salary lines reflect a $500 increase plus a 1% + $400 
increase for qualifying MSU employees. SMCOG also hired on several students to help with projects.  
Equipment purchases reflect some new computers, but we don’t expect any more equipment purchases.   
Printing costs are reduced.  The “Other Professional Services” line includes the $25,000 for the aerial  
photography.  Discussion also focused on a “land suitability map”.  This will enable people to see where 
high hazard areas are in their communities and help make land use decisions.       
Mike Chipman motioned and Dana Louderbaugh seconded to accept the executive committee.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Transportation Report- Dan Watts 
Work on the Public Transit Plan Update is underway.  Four meetings have been scheduled in April.  
Meetings are scheduled in Bolivar, Forsyth, Aurora and Marshfield.  We are also working on updating 
transportation needs for the May TAC meeting.  At the May TAC meeting, TAC members will prioritize 
our region’s transportation needs.  Mr. Watts also commented on the new dynamic of having Joplin MPO 
included in the SW Missouri district. 
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Homeland Security Regionalization Program- Dorothy Wittorff-Sandgren 
Handouts for FY09 and FY10 were presented to the board.  FY09 is almost finished.  There was some 
money savings and it was reallocated for additional equipment.  It is due to be finished July 31st.  FY11 
has had the bear cat purchased.  FY12 is what we have been dealing with.  Overall MO has been cut, but 
we were only cut from $300,000 in 2011 to $230,000 in 2012.  It was a big cut, but we still have enough 
to make some purchases.  In FY07 we bought an Emergency Response Vehicle for Taney County, but 
due to budget cuts they are unable to maintain it. They requested that ownership be transferred to another 
organization.  This issue was dealt with at a meeting last week.  OHS is okay with it as long as it remains 
a regional asset.  
    
Broadband Regional Plan & Electric Coop Hazard Mitigation Plan—Dave Faucett 
SMCOG is in the final phase of the Broadband project.  There will be a meeting in April.  It is anticipated 
that we will be pulling together the regional plan.   
 
EDA Update and Polk County Enhanced Enterprise Zone—Jane Hood 
Ms. May reported that EDA is now going to require us pursue a “short-term” planning grant, with a 50/50 
match requirement.  This is the first step to receiving the full grant from EDA.  Diane and Jane are 
pursuing options for the 50% match requirement.  The Polk County enhanced enterprise zone application 
was approved by Missouri DED and is not in place.   
 
Director’s Report—Diane May 
MACOG is monitoring changes in MoDOT and with state funding.   
 

   Other Business   
 None 
 
 
    Partner Agency Updates  

USDA-Rural Development—Mark Hultgren 
Rural development’s biggest program right now is CF Direct, a grant for cities and not-for-profit 
organization.  This is a zero cost grant program for tax payers because it is self-funding.  There is a large 
pot of money there.  Other grant programs through USDA have been very limited due to budget 
constraints.  There are some direct loans out there with low interest rates.  The Guaranteed Housing 
Program continues and is also a basically zero cost program.  There have also been some staffing changes 
and coverage changes.     
 
MoDNR—Valerie Robinson 
DNR has taken on an initiative called “Our Missouri Water.”  This program is taking top priority.  
Permitting is going to be centralized in the Jefferson City office.  As new permit types come up they will 
be moved to the capital.  Electronic permitting is being phased in at this time.  We will have to maintain a 
small staff presence to address some of the needs while the transition is in place.  We are also starting to 
synchronize water sheds to make watershed permits all come due at the same time.  There are 3 pilot 
watersheds across the state for this.      
 
OTO—Sara Edwards 
Statewide cost sharing has been increased.  There is a 50% requirement.  There is also a new requirement 
that consists of requiring certification to administer statewide programs, including the BRO program.  The 
OzarksCommute.Com website is in danger of being defunded because it is implementation rather than 
planning and does not fit the requirements for our Work Program.  OTO has been working on a transit 



Southwest Missouri Council of Governments, Board Meeting Minutes   March 28, 2012 Page 4 of 4 

plan study to determine the cost of providing service to cities outside the OTO region.  OTO is also 
working on creating an electronic TIP. 
SEMA—Candy Adams 
SEMA is working with Stone, Taney and Dallas counties dealing with storm damage from the February 
29, 2012 storm.  Many organizations have stepped up with volunteer efforts.  Because of the lack of 
federal dollars for this disaster, it is very important that we have many volunteers.   
 
Missouri Department of Conservation—Ronda Headland 
Miss Headland reported on activities of the Missouri Department of Conservation.  There was an archery 
competition.  Several local teams did well enough to make it to the national competition.  MDC has a 
feral hog response team in place.  Feral hogs do a tremendous amount of damage to agriculture in the 
state.   
 
Ozark Region Workforce Investment Board—Bill Dowling 
The career center in Springfield is moving to an old Price Cutter location on east Sunshine Street.  It is a 
more accessible location and will enable evening skills classes.  The move should be completed in July.  
The Career Center sees around 500 people a day or 2500 a week, which is the busiest in the state.  In 
addition the Career Center WIB Bus also sees 200-300 a week.  Buffalo, Bolivar and Marshfield have the 
greatest number. There are also dates open for the bus tour.  WIB has a new program called, REAAUC, 
which helps to track long term unemployed person’s activities to determine their eligibility to remain on 
benefits.  The WIB is continuing the youth program.   
 

    Member Announcements 
    None 

 
Adjourn 
Cy Murray motioned and Susie Knust seconded to Adjourn.  Motion Carried. 
 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________  _____________________ 
Bill Monday, Secretary/Treasurer   Date Approved 
 


