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 Enhancing the quality of our communities through regional cooperation 

 

 

                               Southwest Missouri Council of Governments 

                                   Board of Directors Meeting Notice 

                                 Wednesday, June 22, 2016 

                          9:00 a.m. 

                         Library Station, Frisco Room 

                                                               2535 N. Kansas Expressway, Springfield, MO 65803 

 

 

 

 

Attendance 

 

Members: Partners and Guests: 

Todd Wiesehan, Christian County 
Stan Whitehurst, Webster County 
Steve Bodenhamer, Strafford 
Sam Rost, Marshfield 
John Benson, Marshfield 
Ed Westerman, Clever 
Rick Davis, Polk County 
Dennis Wood, Stone County 
Mike Randall, Aurora 
Rob Smith, Miller 
Chris Coulter, Greene County 
Allen Kunkel, MSU 
Dana Louderbaugh, Fair Grove 
Nancy Edson, Rogersville 
Cindy Stephens, OTC 
Chris Hopkins, Billings 
Steve Childers, Ozark 

Steve McIntosh, Senator Blunt’s Office 

David Stokely, Senator McCaskill’s Office 

Jeremy Pruett, Congressman Long’s Office 

Gwenda Bassett, Mo DNR 

Frank Miller, MoDOT 

Yolana Lorge, Grupo Latinoamericano 

 

 

Staff: 

Diane May 

Jane Hood 

Jason Ray 

 
 

Open Business Meeting 
Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance—Steve Childers 

 

Introductions and Announcements—Steve Childers 

 

Approval of June 22, 2016 Meeting Agenda— Steve Childers 

Cindy Stephens motioned and Ed Westerman seconded to approve the agenda for the June 22, 2016 

meeting. Motion Carried. 

 

Approval of May 25, 2016 Meeting Minutes— Steve Childers 

Steve Bodenhamer motioned and Chris Hopkins seconded to approve the minutes from the May 25, 2016 

meeting.  Motion Carried.  
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Legislative Reports 

Senator McCaskill’s Office – David Stokely 

Senator McCaskill participated in the filibuster to showcase common sense gun reform measures without 

infringing on 2nd Amendment rights.  Drug abuse has been a focus of State legislature and continues to 

be a concern of the Senator.  Veteran’s Customer Satisfaction Survey has shown that there is concern with 

the current system.  The H2B system is being closely watched.  The National Geospatial-Intelligence 

Agency will remain in St. Louis.  The National Guard praised McCaskill for her medical health stand in 

recognition of high suicide rates.  The Army Corps of Engineer meetings around Branson have been on 

her radar. 

 

Senator Blunt’s Office – Steve McIntosh 

A bill in the Senate currently in conference to pass grant programs for the Opioid addiction program; the 

House recently passed a similar bill.  The Corp of Engineers had a briefing for a select focus group and 

rolled out changes in shoreline management plan.  At least two important changes were their preference: 

1) if you don’t own land adjacent to Corps property, you cannot have a boat slip on Table Rock Lake; and 

2) would get rid of multiple boat-slip docks and limit them to one or two boats only. This was not 

mentioned in the public meetings and did not consider public input.  This would make Table Rock Lake 

look like a Stockton Lake or a Truman Lake many years ago.  Pell grants were changed to be 12 month 

grants to allow for summer school enrollment.  Appropriations bills will be rolling out later this summer. 

 
Congressman Long’s Office – Jeremy Pruett  

A bill for the Employment Integration Opportunity Act is trying to be stalled.  The bill would require 

workshop organizations to pay their workers at minimum wage, which would close many of the 

workshops and ban many of the workers from receiving disability payments. 
 

Business 

Appointment of Officers - Steve Childers 

Stan Whitehurst chaired the Nominating Committee and presented the slate of recommended Officers and 

Executive Committee which were voted on.    

The recommended Officers were Steve Childers for Chair, Dana Louderbaugh for Vice-Chair and Todd 

Weisehan for Secretary/Treasurer. 

Nancy Edson motioned and Allen Kunkel seconded to approve the officer recommendations. Motion 

Carried. 

 

Appointment of Executive Committee - Steve Childers 
The recommended Executive Committee appointments, in addition to the Officers (Steve Childers as 

Chair, Dana Louderbaugh as Vice-Chair, Todd Wiesehan as Secretary/Treasurer), were  Nancy Edson, 

Chris Coulter, Mike Randall, Allen Kunkel, and Chris Berndt. 

Dana Louderbaugh motioned and Sam Rost seconded to approve the executive committee appointment 

recommendations.  Motion Carried. 

 

Appointment of Non-Governmental Board Members - Steve Childers 
The recommended non-government representative appointments were Chris Berndt, Lisa Bernet, Brian 

Daugherty, J. Howard Fisk, Michelle Garand, Starr Kohler, Allen Kunkel, Yolanda Lorge, Dwayne Falk, 

Cy Murray, Justin Coyan, and Cindy Stephens.  Nancy Edson recommended enacting minimum 

attendance for non-government representatives into the bylaws, possibly as a conversation for next 

meeting.  

Chris Hopkins motioned and Todd Weisehan seconded to approve the non-government representative 

appointments.  Motion Carried. 
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Appointment of Transportation Advisory Committee (TAC) - Steve Childers 
The TAC Committee Appointments include Dayton Mackey and Cherry Warren for Barry County, Mike 

Youmker and Todd Weisehan for Christian County, Bob Jackson and Randy Daniel for Dade County, 

Ken Bacon and Rex “Pete” Barclay for Dallas County, Howard Fisk and Joel Keller for Greene County, 

Max Springer and Mike Randall for Lawrence County, Sydney Allen and Rick Davis for Polk County, 

Dennis Wood and Collin Brannan for Stone County, David Miller and Buddy Roberts for Taney County, 

as well as Robert Williams and Harlan Hill for Webster County.  These members are appointed by the 

counties and so only require ratification.  Nancy Edson mentioned same concern for attendance.  Jason 

Ray mentioned that bylaws do require that a member does not miss more than two (2) consecutive 

meetings, which has only been an issue for a couple members.  These members have been spoken with 

and encouraged to improve attendance.  

Allen Kunkel motioned and Dana Louderbaugh seconded to approve the Transportation Advisory 

Committee appointments. Motion carried.  

 

 

FY 2017 Operations Budget - Diane May 
There were a few small changes to account for a miscalculation in fringe benefits. This is a balanced 

budget and only includes funds from confirmed contracts only.  The University gave a 2% increase for all 

full time staff and a small merit increase for two members qualifying members of staff, Dave Faucett and 

Dorothy Wittorff-Sandgren.  Jane Hood’s hours have been reduced in order to create a balanced budget.  

There are other projects coming that Jane will be working on and as those come in, her hours will need to 

be increased so budget amendment will be introduced later once further funding is established. The travel 

funds, which had been cut the previous year, were bumped back up as they were not sufficient for last 

fiscal year. 

Ed Westerman motioned and Rick Davis seconded to approve the FY2017 Operations Budget. Motion 

Carried. 

 

Program/Project Reports 

Not much is happening with Homeland Security as there hasn’t been much purchasing lately.  

The Barry County Hazard Mitigation plan is being worked on by Dave Faucett, as well as preparation for 

the contract for the James River Basin Watershed Plan.  He is also meeting with several communities to 

provide short-term help. 

The Chadwick grant administration is almost complete and ready for close out.  

Marshfield Senior Center is beginning construction. 

Dana Louderbaugh announced that Fair Grove has received confirmation of the CDBG grant for their 

Senior Center, which was prepared by Dorothy.  

The SW MoDOT District Intersection Cost-Share program, included in the STIP, allows $5.3 million for 

rural southwest Missouri intersection cost-share program that includes any non-OTO areas.  It is a 50% 

cost-share program.  Contact Jason Ray with any possible projects, which can be at any phase.  This is 

different from the Statewide Cost-Share Program. 

The application for the Statewide Cost-Share Program (Missouri Moves) is on the MoDOT website and 

due 7/29/16.  It includes $20 million dollars statewide for all-modal transportation projects, with a third 

focused specifically on multi-modal.  The Southwest district can only qualify for up to $5 million.  There 

is a big bonus to matching more than 50%.  You can use for city projects, but projects that involve 

MoDOT facilities will score higher, as will safety and multi-modal focused projects; it is expected to be 

very competitive. The more applications from our area, the better we look.   

The CEDS Committee and staff will be holding meetings with each county over the next few months to 

discuss economic development; all members are invited and encouraged to attend these meetings. 
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Other Business 

The Executive Committee requested a special meeting with MSU and the Planning Department, which 

was held 6/20/16.   SMCOG and MSU have worked mutually for several years through the Center for 

Resource Planning & Management (CRPM); the Planning Department is going through some changes   

and with Diane retiring, the Executive Committee had some questions of the University. The Executive 

Committee will continue to inform the Board of any changes as the MOU is still being revised. 

 

Partner Updates 

Gwenda Bassett – MoDNR 

Coordinator for two programs: Community Services and Our Missouri Waters.  Currently engaged with 

Our Missouri Waters in three watersheds, including the Sac, Niangua, and Spring River watersheds.  

Community Services is meeting with small municipalities to address water and wastewater plans, 

including financial and technical assistance.  Municipalities included in the SMCOG area include 

Diggins, Miller, and Urbana.   Each community will get one-on-one assistance for drinking and 

wastewater improvement opportunities.  In process of finalizing a manual that will make compliance and 

enforcement process more consistent and uniform.  The water quality treating work group at DNR will be 

drafting a policy for voluntary water quality treating, available on website possibly this June.  This fall the 

Parks and Soils sales tax will be voted on this November. 

 

Frank Miller - MoDOT 

Federal funds have been freed up to use federal match funds and open up new funding opportunities 

through the FAST Act, which means a much more positive outlook than last year.  The asset management 

plan is focused on only maintaining current status of roads and critical bridges.  The funding formula will 

not be changing; OTO is getting separate funding from the rest of southwest Missouri, which means that 

they will get extra funding to use for expansion projects in nearby areas.  Some safety money is 

earmarked.  Expansions planned for Hwy 14 between Nixa and Ozark as well as from Springfield to 

Willard.  Guardrail standards are changing which could be expensive.  Northeast Springfield is going to 

see a lot of construction in the next few years.  I-44 has seen a lot of growth in freight usage; Springfield 

and Joplin are both worse bottlenecks for transportation flow than expected.  The Conway Welcome 

Center is going to be a pilot project for solar sidewalks, which have benefits from melting snow to 

providing energy. 

 

Member Announcements 

Steve Childers 

This is Diane’s last meeting and we all owe a lot to her dedication to SMCOG and the CRPM.  

Mr. Childers also shared with the Board that one of our members recently passed away.  J. Everett 

Mitchell, City Administrator for Willard, has passed away.  Service arrangements were announced. 

 

The next meeting will be August 24, 2016. 

 

Adjourn 

Dana Louderbaugh motioned and Rick Davis seconded to adjourn. Motion Carried.  

 

 

 

 

____________________________                                                           ___________________ 

Nancy Edson, Secretary/Treasurer                                                            Date Approved 

 

 

   


