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Southwest Missouri Council of Governments 
Board of Directors Business Meeting 

Wednesday, September 24, 2008, 9 a.m. 
Library Station 

Springfield, MO 65802 
 

Attendance 

Members: Guests/Partners: 
Ed Westerman Steve McIntosh 
Cindy Stephens Stacy Burks 
Nancy Edson Frank Miller 
Jane Hood Andy Mueller 
Dana Louderbaugh  
Julia Ruscha Staff: 
Billy Dryer Diane May 
Dave Coonrod Anita Davis 
Bob Walster Dan Watts 
Yolanda Lorge  

 
 

Open Meeting 
Billy Dryer called the meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance and introductions. 

 
Approval of September 24, 2008 Agenda  
Dave Coonrod moved and Cindy Stephens seconded the motion to approve the agenda for the September 
24, 2008 meeting.  Motion carried. 
 
Approval of June 25, 2008 Minutes   
Corrections to the minutes:  
Natasha Longpine: Page 3 should read OTO working on Rideshare software and a pilot project in Nixa.  
Frank Miller:  Page 2 US-65 six-lane project is pushed back due to cutbacks in federal funds and changes 
to the interchange of 60/65. 
 
Nancy Edson moved and Cindy Stephens seconded the motion to approve the corrected minutes of the 
June 25, 2008 SMCOG Board meeting.  Motion carried. 
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Guest Speaker: Andy Mueller, Assistant District Engineer, MoDOT District 8, “Moving Missouri 
Forward” 
Andy Mueller presented MoDOT’s “A Conversation for Moving Missouri Forward.”  In his presentation 
he highlighted MoDOT’s top five priorities:   

1. Take care of our roads and bridges 
2. Do a better job of providing other ways to get around 
3. Rebuild Interstates 70 and 44 
4. Tackle needed major projects 
5. Meet regional needs 

 
Copies of the publication “A Conversation for Moving Missouri Forward” are available at SMCOG 
offices. 
 
Legislative Reports 
 
Stacy Burks, Senator Bond’s Office 
The Senate is working on passing a continuing resolution by September 30 to fund the government.  The 
Senate is also working on legislation to address the financial crisis. They are looking at a second stimulus 
package, an energy bill, and a separate appropriations bill for the defense and homeland security for 
several disasters, for the Midwest and Hurricane Ike in Texas.  This is a $24 billion package for disaster 
relief alone.  The majority of the Missouri delegation feels that moving fast on the “bailout” bill is not the 
way to approach the problem.  The Senator feels that something must be done, but it must be considered 
thoroughly.  The government should be able to get their money back from this package once the 
companies begin to do better.  Senator Bond is pushing for more transparency.     
    
Steve McIntosh, Congressman Blunt’s Office 
The average citizen feels the “bailout” bill is a way to put money in the pockets of CEOs.  We need to put 
confidence back in the markets.  The bailout bill must instill confidence in the markets.  The House is 
working on a continuing resolution bill as well.  Included are defense appropriations, military 
appropriations, veterans’ affairs appropriations, and homeland security, with the continuing resolution to 
expire in March 2009.   
 
Partner Agency Reports 
 
Frank Miller/Dawne Gardner, MoDOT, District 8 
“Safe and Sound” program is moving forward but is structured differently.   MoDOT is doing 248 bridges 
in the convention manner with the remaining 500 or so bridges as package design/build projects.  
MoDOT will finance this work.  The private-side financing fell through due to the volatility in the 
financial markets.  District 8 received bids on the northbound Highway 13 project.  Taney County 
submitted a cost-share application for the roundabout/bridge project. 
 
Natasha Longpine, Ozarks Transportation Organization 
OTO is excited about the RideShare program.  We have a website that is not fully up and running; but is 
in the beginning phases.  OTO is updating the bicycle/pedestrian plan and are looking for projects for 
that. The transit forum is going to be held on Oct 20th.  SMCOG board members are invited to participate.  
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New Business 
 
Legislative Committee Appointment, Diane May 
 
We are requesting volunteers from the board to serve on the legislative committee.  We’d like to get a 
survey out soon to help put together a packet for the state legislatures regarding concerns in our region. 
Volunteers are Nancy Edson, Dave Coonrod, and Ed Westerman. 
 
Financial Report, June 2008/SMCOG Operating Budget 2008-2009, Diane May 
The University’s new financial program came online July 1st.  Staff anticipated that the new system 
would make it easier to generate project specific reports, but so far this is not the case. We ended June 
without knowing final balances in some of our accounts.  We are working closely on this with the Grants 
and Contracts accountant assigned to our accounts.  For the 2008-2009 operations budgets, we have tried 
to be conservative with the anticipated income, including only those income sources that are contracted at 
this point.  Anticipated expenditures include a small salary increase for Dan Watts, Dorothy Wittorff-
Sandgren and Saundra Dane, based on the University’s new evaluation and merit system.  Budgeted 
expenses for student salaries and travel are lower than the prior year budget, but there are not too many 
other line items that can be reduced.  This year, 30% of indirect funds will be returned to the University, 
increasing from 20% during 2007-2008.  Page 6 of the budget shows that projected expenditures are 
higher than projected income; however, we expect that new projects that are in the planning stages but not 
yet under contract will change this.  
 
Nancy Edson moved and Bob Walster seconded the motion to approve the 2008-2009 Operating Budget.  
Motion Carried.   
 
Homeland Security Regionalization Program, Diane May 
2006 Grant Program Status 
Diane May provided a handout on the status of procurement activities for the 2006 Homeland Security 
Grant program.  All items have already been purchased and delivered to the recipient 
community/organization or have been ordered.  All expenditures must be completed by September 30, 
2008.  Virtually all of the program funds for Region D have been expended. 
 
2007 Grant Program Acquisitions and Activities 
Procurement for equipment and services through the 2007 Homeland Security Grant funds is moving 
forward, including staff positions continued from the prior year and some of the equipment approved by 
the RHSOC.   
 
FY 2009 Regional Transportation Planning Program, Dan Watts 
Transportation Advisory Committee (TAC) Appointments 
Dan Watts presented the slate of appointments and reappointments to the TAC. The list is on file at the 
SMCOG offices. 
 
Ed Westerman moved and Nancy Edson seconded the motion to approve the appointment/reappointment 
of TAC members.  Motion Carried. 
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Other Program/Project Activities Updates, Diane May 
 
Local Planning/Grant Writing &Administration Projects 
Dorothy is in a training session at SEMA this week for Pre-Disaster Mitigation grant writing. SEMA is 
providing funding for updates of the hazard mitigation plans.  The plans are to be updated every five 
years and the timing of SEMA funding awards will be based on the dates the original plans were 
approved by FEMA. SMCOG will be updating the plans for Lawrence and Webster, with funding 
expected late 2008 or early 2009.   
 
SEMA grant program for administration of the Homeland Security Oversight Committee (RHSOC) is 
being changed from actual cost reimbursement to a flat fee ($40,000), which will simplify program 
administration.  With this change, we will provide SEMA with monthly status reports on the program.   
 
New SMCOG Partner Agencies, Diane May 
Brief discussion. 
 
Upcoming Events 
Annual meeting will be October 22, 2008.   
 
Other Business 
A planning professor at the University is looking for small site planning projects for his students for the 
spring semester.  There will be no charge for this project.  If anyone has a possible project in their 
community, please talk to Diane May. 
 
Meeting adjourned. 
 
 
 


