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Southwest Missouri Council of Governments 
Board of Directors Meeting 

Wednesday, December 3, 2008, 9 a.m. 
Library Station, Frisco Room 

Springfield, MO  
 

Members: Guests: 
Raeanne Presley, Branson     Frank Miller, MoDOT 
Bill Marshall, Dade County   Ronda Headland, MDC 
Dana Louderbaugh, Fair Grove   Natasha Longpine, OTO 
Chris Berndt, SMESO 
John Homer, Pleasant Hope   Staff: 
Kate Gould, Willard    Diane May 
Brian Bingle, Nixa    Dan Watts 
Nancy Edson, Rogersville   Dorothy Wittorff-Sandgren 
Jane Hood, Mount Vernon 
Chuck Pennel, Stone County 
Robert Walster, Lawrence County 
Allen Kunkel, MSU 
 
Open Meeting 
Jane Hood called the meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
Approval of December 3, 2008 Agenda  
John Homer moved and Allen Kunkel seconded the motion to approve the December 3, 2008 meeting 
agenda with changes.  Motion carried. 
 
Approval of October 22, 2008 Minutes   
Robert Walster moved and Dana Louderbaugh seconded the motion to approve the minutes of the 
October 22, 2008 meeting.  Motion carried. 
 
Website Update—Ken McCory, Missouri State University 
Tamara Jahnke, Dean of Natural and Applied Sciences at Missouri State University, has agreed to provide 
help with updating the SMCOG website.  Ken McCory demonstrated the new template for the SMCOG 
website.  Several additions will include:  A calendar provided by GOOGLE, an improved template with 
rollover menu options, new pictures.  Additionally, there will be links to city and organization websites. 
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New Business 
 
Financial Report, July-September, 2008 
Diane May presented the Financial Report for July-September 2008.  She noted that the report is based on 
the office’s internal records.  July expenses have not closed out yet and we still have problems.  
Corrections will be made on the next financial report if necessary.  The first page of the financial report 
shows expenditures through September.  The second page shows revenues but we don’t yet have 
beginning balances on the various accounts.  All budgets are combined on page two with the individual 
budgets broken out on the final page of the report.  The budget detail is on file at SMCOG offices. Dr. 
Cheek commented that MSU is implementing a new financial reporting program that should make this 
easier.    A question was asked whether Homeland Security funds are restricted funds.  Ms. May 
responded yes and that we are the administrator on this grant.     
Robert Walster moved and Nancy Edson seconded the motion to approve the July-September 2008 
Financial Report. Motion carried. 
 
Legislative/Partner Agency Reports 
 
Steve McIntosh, Congressman Roy Blunt’s Office 
Congressman Blunt participated in a groundbreaking ceremony in Mount Vernon for the new interchange.  
This project, which has been in the works for ten years, should be completed by 2009.  Congressman 
Blunt has decided not to seek a leadership position in the next Congress.  He will have an office in the 
Rayburn building rather than in the Congressional Building.  Congressman Blunt is on the Energy and 
Commerce Committee; 65-70% of all legislation goes through this committee.  At this point it is 
unknown which subcommittees he will serve on.  The economic stimulus package is uncertain at this 
point.   
 
Frank Miller, MoDOT  
MoDOT is looking at what may happen with the stimulus package.  We have been narrowing down 
projects that can be ready to go quickly.  MoDOT has been able to proceed with many projects due to 
bonding so we are in a different situation than many states.  One issue with the stimulus is going to be a 
multi-modal package so we are working with the multi-modal group when choosing projects.  The time 
line is unknown at this point.  District 8 is using SMCOG’s current needs list as reference.  The City of 
Branson and Taney County were successful in their cost-share project.   
 
This month four projects are under review.  In District 8, one of those projects is in Rogersville at the 
US60/VV intersection.  The Glenstone/I44 and Kansas Expressway/I44 projects have been let.  All 
communities have plans to use their STP funds.  Bolivar is the only community in danger of losing this 
funding and MoDOT is working with the city.  The Safe Routes to Schools Program funding awards were 
recently announced.  Bolivar R1 and the City of Cassville received funding.  Our area didn’t do very well 
this year.  MoDOT will be working with SMCOG and OTO to assist communities in applying for this 
funding and improving their applications.  Safe Routes funds can be used for a variety of infrastructure 
and non-infrastructure projects for schools serving grades K-8.  
 
Natasha Longpine, Ozarks Transportation Organization 
OTO has launched its commuting website.  The project covers 17 counties in Southwest Missouri.  The 
OTO Board meeting is being moved to avoid a conflict.  Corridor projects will be discussed at the 
meeting.   
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Ronda Headland, Missouri Department of Conservation 
MDC has received funds from the Forest Service for training.  This training will be held in February 2009 
in five communities around the state, including Springfield.  More details will be available soon and 
MDC encourages a strong community turnout.   
 
There has been a sighting of the Emerald Ash Bore, a pest that destroys Ash trees.  In has been sighted in 
Wayne County and the county is now under quarantine.  It is believed that the pest is spread through the 
movement of firewood.  MDC is asking people not to plant Ash trees or move firewood from location to 
location.  Hunting permit changes have been approved and will take effect in July 2009.  There is a public 
comment period regarding the new hunting regulations.  The catalogs are out from the state tree nursery.  
The seedlings come in bundles of 20-25 and are available for community planting.  Rain gardens were 
discussed.        
 
Annual Report, Diane May 
The 2008 annual report is not yet completed.  It will be presented at the next Board meeting. 
 
Economic Development Planning Program, Diane May 
There were some difficulties in getting out the final Economic Development Planning Program grant 
reports to EDA in compliance with reporting deadlines. Before EDA will approve the grant program 
application for the current year, EDA requires that a corrective action plan be submitted, outlining the 
actions SMCOG will take to meet reporting requirements.  Dean Jahnke has committed to help us with 
the web site and to bring in a temporary person to help resolve a staffing issue.  The Executive Committee 
approved the corrective action plan, but EDA requested some minor changes to the plan.  Therefore, we 
need the Board to approve the corrected plan.  The plan, with the corrections, is in the agenda packet and 
on file at SMCOG offices.  Deletions to the original document have a strike though. Changes requested 
by EDA include financial drawdowns reported monthly and changes to the internal monitoring process.  
Nancy Edson motioned and Dana Louderbaugh seconded to approve the Correction Action Plan with 
these changes.  Motion carried.   
 
Homeland Security Regionalization Program, Dorothy Wittorff-Sandgren 
The Region D 2006 Homeland Security Grant Program was monitored by SEMA on November 8, 2008. 
A letter and the results of the on-site monitoring visit were received from SEMA Director Ron Reynolds 
on November 17th, indicating that the monitoring went well.  No corrective actions were identified.   
 
A procurement status report for the 2007 Regional Homeland Security Grant Program was distributed.  
The procurement process is moving along quickly this year.  One change has been made in the equipment 
to be purchased—CERT Trailers.  Jasper County will not be receiving a CERT trailer due to lack of place 
to store the trailer.  Newton County will take possession of this trailer instead.  Most of the items procured 
are for regional use.  Large equipment will go to one location for storage/upkeep but it is for regional use.  
Some funds are for staff positions, including:  CERT Coordinator, Agriculture Preparedness Specialist, 
and Mass Care Coordinator.  
 
Region D will receive the same amount of 2008 grant funds as the 2007 grant.  For the 2008 program, 
there are more justifications (funding categories).  Agriculture and Mass Sheltering/Volunteers are 
combined into a new justification - Planning and Citizen Preparedness, Interoperable Communications 
and Medical Surge are continued, and the Bomb Squad and Homeland Security Regional Response 
System are added as new justifications.  The funding requests received are almost $500,000 over the grant 
allotment.  The RHSOC subcommittees are working to prioritize these funding requests.   
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With the new political landscape in Missouri, it is unsure if the Homeland Security Regionalization 
Program will continue past the 2008 grant program awards.  We are asking everyone to let the governor 
and legislators know that the region likes this program and wants to keep it.   
 
Executive Director’s Report, Diane May 
Saundra has been working on invoices for annual membership dues; these will be mailed out shortly.  
There are no changes this year.  Verona, Butterfield and Morrisville are joining and Rockaway Beach has 
re-joined.   
 
SMCOG is co-hosting a flash flood risk analysis seminar with the National Weather Service on December 
8, 2008.  This will be held on the MSU campus.  SMCOG is also hosting a Census workshop on 
December 17, 2008.  County GIS staff are encouraged to attend.  The Missouri Chapter of the American 
Planning Association and the Missouri Association of Counties are hosting a forum on community 
planning and development issues and proposed legislation to update county planning and zoning statutes.  
updating the County Zoning and Planning Statutes.  The Farm Bureau will participate in the forum as 
well.  The proposed legislation is already introduced as Senate Bill 5.   
       
Other Business 
None. 
 
Meeting adjourned. 
Bill Marshall moved and Dana Louderbaugh seconded the motion to adjourn the meeting.  Motion 
carried. 
 
 
 
 
________________________________   _____________________ 
Mark Dixon, Secretary/Treasurer   Date 


